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True Account of the - 
NEGOTIATION, &@:. -_ 


HE Embaſly which 
the Evangelick Swiſs 
Cantons fent to the! 
Duke of Savoy," in 
| _ the Year 1686, to . * 
intercede with his Royal High-. 
| neſs in favour of the Proteſtant” - 
} Churches of. the Vallies, being a - 
_ buſineſs of as much difficulty as 
importance; and becauſe it may 
give occaſion to ſome perſons of 
making different and quite con- + *! 
_ trary refleftions, I have Thong * 
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(2 \ 
fit to publiſh, a true account of 
that Negotiation, that ugbyaſs'd 


*Perfons, being rightly inform'd'ot 


what paſs'd, may,” according to 
Reaſop, juſtly and equitably judge 
of it. 


TI will therefore relate the moſt 


conſiderable Paſſages of this Em- 


baſſie ;/ andizs 1 will make. uſe :of 
no femoirs but what are good - 


and authentick ; fo neither. Jnte- 


. reſt, Hatred, or AﬀeCtion ſhall in- | 
 Hluence my Pen ; , and then if the . 


elegancy of my Stile do not pleaſe 


the Reader, yet I hope he will be 


* ſatisfied - with the ſincerity and 

Fs of the Narration.  . _ 
It is certain, that of_all Prote- 

tant States, . the Evangelique Can- 


| tons have ſhewed as much love ta 


- their Religion as any, by their fo 
zealouſly eſfouling the intereſt of 
the Reformed Churches; for ever 


ſince the light of the Reformation - 
firſt begun to ſhine In France, they | 
hare, to theutmalt of their power, 
b _Endea- ; 


(3) 
| endeavour'd to forward the work 
of Godin that Kingdom). and did - 
ſend ſeveral Ambaſſadours to © 
Francis the ' Firſt, and likewiſe to 
ſucceeding Kings, to defire there 
might be a ceſſation of thoſe 
Crueltics which were practiſed/by 
the Romiſh Clergy againſt - thoſe - 
Fairhful' People who made'pro- 
feſſion of the Truth, 

"And they bave made the fams 
Zeal appear in all the Perſecutions 
which the- Churches. of Pz:*mont 


have ſuffer'd ; . for in thoſe which _ 


were in the years 1655 and 1663, 
they-ſent Ambaſſadors to the Duke 


of Savoy, to - mediate with Him 2 


in behalf of his Proteſtant Subject: 
andtoſupport them in thoſe Rights, ; 
which by ſeveral Grants they” had = 
obtain'd from his Anceſtors: In 


i | 2686, as ſoon as they heard what 


was cohtain'd in 'the Edit which 
_ "that Prince bad publiſhed a gainfh <\ 
their Brethren of Piemont, it plain. 
| T 2 a5-h how much they wero 
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(4) 
troubled ; for when the miſerable 
Vaudeis were intolerably and moſt 
unjuſtly oppreſs'd, and ſtill threat» 
ned to be treated-with all i imagin- 
able cruelties, the Cantons reſolv'd 
to do all they could * to thelter 
and fave thoſe poor perſecuted 
People. 

'In_ former times nothing more 
was deſign'd againſt them by their 
Enemies, than” to coop up thoſe 
poor: Proteſtants within certain 
bounds and- limits, and to take 
from them their right of living in 
the plain-Country,: which former-. 
1y they had liberty to do; +bur 
' now 2 reſolution was taken, nbt 
_ only to'deptive them of the exer- 
_cife of their Religion ia all places, 
but-alſo of the liberty of their 
| Confciences ; fo that now their 
condition did indeed defſerve'com- 
paſlioa ; and. thar People may-the 
better judge of it, cis neceſſary 
here to inſert a true Copy of the 
pe BE 44-6 traoſlared; |. 
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Victor Amadeus, by the Grace of | 
.-God, Duke of Savoy and Pze- 
.. mont, and King of Cyprus, 


HTriſftian Prudence and Policy 

4 do mary times counſel Men'in 
ſome manner to negleft thoſe Sores 
and Ulcers which are' not im' a Con» 
- dition to be perfeflly healed, but 
may grow worſc by too hoſty a cure. 
' This courſe hath been taken. in other 
Monarchies, and by our moſf Serenc 
Predeceſſors, who indeed never had 
any other intention than to drawtheir 
Subjefs, who profeſs d the pretended © 
Reformed Religion, out of the dark- 
neſs: of Hereſy, which ty the unhap- _ © 
fv wicifſitude and fatal corruption © 
of times, hath from the centre of 
the, Vallies of Luzerne, ſpread it 
 feif fo far as to enter. into the very 
heart of  Picmont : And 'becauſe 
thoſe Religioniſts have had Succours 
from - foreign Countries, this good 
work could never be Frovght ta.its - 


| (6) 
defired end; ſo that we not being 
 abje to purge this Poiſon quite out 
- of our Country, we flopp'd and ſhut 
' t#t up in the Vallies of Luzerne, {| 
Angrogne, St. Martin, Ceruſe, 
St. Bartlemy, Roccapiata, ard Pe» 
ruſtin, and by Toleration only ſuf- 
fer'd them to exerciſe their falſe Re- 
ligzon within. certain preſcrib d lis 
mits, complying with the neceſſity of 
the times, till it ſhould pleaſe God 
 #0.afford us a more favourable of». 
portanity to bring back theſe wane. |} 
 dring Souls to the boſon of the Holy,, | 
' and only Catholick, Apoſtolick, Ro» 
 _ nan Religion ; But time having 
. now diſcover d the neceſſity of quite. 
F deſtroying this Serpent, aud many« 
| beaded Hydra ; fince the aforeſaid: 
© Hereticky,. inſtead of anſwering this: 
fawvour-.with humble ſubmiſſion and' | 
thanks, for our gracious Permiſſion 
and Toleration, have *often, with 
ſcandalous diſobedience, inſolently re- 
belled againſt us: And: whereas the 
chief cauſe of. granting, ſuch a: Tole-. 


ex -  ratzon 


s -— EPJ 
ratzon now ceaſeth, by the Zeal and 

Paety of that Giorions Monarch. the - 
King of France, who hath brought: 
back again his Neighbour. Hereticks: \. 
- tothe true Faith; we think "the 


particular favours \which we have 


received from the Divine Majeſty, 
and: which we ſtill enjoy, may. ac 
cuſe us of great ivprdtitude, if," by 
our negligence, we let ſlip the ops 
portunity of . perfeiting this work, 
according to the intention of our 
Glorious Predecefſors. For the cauſes 
aforeſaid, and for ether preſſing Rea» 
ſons, | by virtue of this preſent Edit; 
we; of our certain knowledze, by 
oar abſolute Sovereign Power, ana. 
by the advice of. our Privy Councily 
have Decreed; and Ordainid, and. 
we do Order and Commantt by theſe. 
Preſents, all our Subjefts of the Pre. 
tended” Reformed Religion, for the 
tame"to come, to forbear all Exer- 
 Cifes. of the ſaid Religion, "and we 
forbid. them” henceforth to Aſſemble 
in 'any Place or private Houſe to. 


exercile _ 


TER SG] 
exerciſe the ſaid , Religion, under 
I any Title, Pretext, or Occafion what- 
. ever, upon pain of Death" and Con» © 
fication of Goods. In like manner, 
we Ordain that the - paſt pretended _ 
Toleration be utterly void, and of _ 
no effect, what colour or, pretence 
. | oever may be alledged' to the'con- 
" Trary. Our Will 'and Pleaſure alſo 
is, * That all Churches, Granges, and ' 
Houſes whcrein the ſaid Religion 
#s. at preſent exerciſed, be pull'd 
down and raz'd, #f"alſo all-other 
Places wherein for the future there 
may be any ſuch Aſſemblies, contra- 
ry to the Tenour of the preceding 
Article, yea, tho the Perſons to 
whom ſuch Places belong know no- 
. thing of ſuch | Meetings, We furs 
ther Command all Eccleftaſlicks, afl - 
Miniſters and Schoolmaſters of the 
faid ' pretended. Reformed Religion, 
" who, within Fifteen days after the 
Putlicaticn hereof, ſhall not embrace 
the C atholick Religion, ro depart out 
of our Dominions at the expiration of | 
L. | . »« t£e; 4 
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the ſaid term af , Fifteen days, tte 


der: pain of Death, and Confiſcation 
of their Goods ; with. expreſs Com- 


.mand- alſo, under the ſame Penal- - 


ties,” that during the. ſaid term, 


| before their departure, they do not 


Preach any Sermons, Exhort,. or do- 
any dther Ads of - their. ſaid Reli- 


2i0n. - Moreover, we forbid all that 


profeſs the! pretended Reformed Re- | 


: ligion, un er. the aforeſaid Pexal- 


ties, and that of incurring 0ur . diſ- 
pleaſure, to keep for the” future. a» 
uy. School, Pablick or Private ; that. 


| their Children may hencefarth be in: 
| Rrudted by Catholick Schoolmaſters.. 
- As concerning thoſe Miniſters, who 


during. the ſaid term ſhall embrace 
the Catholick Religion, .our Will is, 
that during their lives, and after 
their death their Widows ſhall. dur- 
ing therr Widowhood, enjoy the ſame 
Exemptions and Immunities which 
they before had; dwring the Exerciſe 
of their Charge. And our further 


 PRaſure is, That to thoſe Eccleſer 


_afticks 


\* De ro SS, 


x 
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afticks who ſhall in this manner be © 
converted, there be- paid, during. 
their life, .a Penſion, which ſhall be 
a third part greater than the Wages. 
which they. had as: Miniſters of the 


ſaid Religion ; and that after their. © 
death their. Widows ſhafl receive 


the. Motety of that Penſion ſo long 


":*as. they continue ſoles. For what. 


concerns the Children that (hall be 


' born of Parents of the ſaid pretend- ' 


ed Reformed Religion, our Pleaſure + 
#s, That after the publication of this 


© preſent Edilt, they be.baptisd by | 


the Prieſts. of the Pariſhes which 


_ are already. eſtabliſhed in the ſaid 


Pallies, or which ſhall be eftabliſhed - 


hereafter. We. therefore Command ' 


+ their Fathers. and Mothers, that . | 
#hey either ſend'or bring their Chit. 


dren to the Churches, under the Pe- © 
walty of the Pather's ſerving Five © 
years in the Gaflies and the Mothers | 
being publickly. whipp'd: and the 
faid Children fball henceforward be ' 
Fronght up in the Roman Cathoelich, 


('x4”) 
Apoſtolick Religion. ' We' expreſly 
| + all Fudges, 'Provoſts, Chas 
relains, and: other Offiters, to ſee 
that theſe Preſents be - duly. execu- 
ted. we allo confirm the Edit which 
we cauſed tobe PubliſÞ'd" the 4th of 
November /a/? paſt, concerning the- 
Subjefts of his" Moſt Chriſtian Mas. 
feſty Wc Profeſs the pretended Re-. 
formed Religion, who are now in our 
 Dominzons,. or who have left in them. 
any Merchandiſe, Money, or other. 
Bfitts, \ and for what concerns" 02 
ther Strangers of the [aid Religions 
who contrary to 'the tenbur of © our - 
Predeceſſors ' Edifts, "have ſettled 

themſelves in' the V; allies, without 
their conſent *ſhew'd in writing, 
comprehending alſs their Deſcendants, 
wha have how born init: We'Coms. 
mand, that in caſe they do not with-. 
in Fiftee days after the Publication 
of this" Edit; declare they” will enj- © 
brace "the Roman'e Catholick "Apoſtd- 
tick Religion, they [Fall" be otiged, | 
Fo 34 nd oe ey EE 20 _ 
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ont of our Territories, under pain of 


Death , © and Confiſcation of their 


Goods, And. tho' by virtue of our 
Predeceſſors Edits, the Goods which 
| ſuch Strangers have" gotten in our 


Dominions, © ought, of right to be ap- ? 
' plyed to our Publick Treaſury; ne- 


 wertheleſs, intending in this caſe to 
ſhew our wonted Clemency, we. per- 
mit them to ſell their Goods within 
the ſaid term, and to diſpoſe of them 
as they pleaſe; yet always with this 
condition, that ther ſhall be no 
ſale of their Lands, but to Roman 
. Catholicks; "and if no fuch Buyers 
can be found, the Goods ſhall be 
prize d, ſols 
Demeans at a reaſonable price. Laſt- 


ty, we command all Magiſtrates, - e- 


 Rabliſhd by us, -all Miniſters 0 


. State, Officers, Counſellors of Fe 
ftice: and War, and all others who | 
are concern'd, to ſee that this Edit 


be. inviolably : obſerved, and cauſe 
the Council of Piemont: zo Regiſter 


F7s 5 and grve their ent Ire appro, atzon, ; | 


£ 


; and' annexed to our | 


f | 
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to every thing therein \contain'ds 
And moreover our Will is, That the 
Publication which ſhall be made of 


this Edit, in all Places, according 
to the uſual form, fhall have the 


ſame force-and virtue, as if it had 


been notified to every particular 
Perſon ; and -that as much credit be 
given to the Copy Printed by Sinibal- 
our Printer, as to the Original it. 


ſelf, for ſach is our Will and Plea- 
" fare. | Given at Turin, the 31th of © . 


January, 1686. Victor Amadeo, ' 


V. Simpione de St. Thomas. By 


the Commagd of his Ren Highneſs. 


The Evangelique Cantons- hay- ' 
ing heard of this Edi, a while 
aſter alſo knew that the Yaudois 
had in vain ſought relief againſt 
it; for they had. preſented Two 


| Petitions to. their. Prince, which 
- -were never. anſwer'd.. -B: the Firſt, 
\ they deſir'd a Revocation of.' this 
"Edi; and by the Second, - leaye 


to-depart out of his Dominions, 


Th 
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F. Ce) - 
' Within ſuch a-term as \might> be-. | 
neceffary to: find a ſettlement elfe- 
where. . The Cantons ſeeing that 
the ordinary means which had- 


been uſed to-ſtop the execution of ;j 


this Edi&t had not been effeQual]; 
they: thought ſome extraordinary: 
courfe- was' to be: tryed; They 
therefore at firſt wrote'to the Duke: 
of Savoy;.' Praying'that he would: 
make good: to his'Subjetts of the 
Vallies thoſe: Conceffions which 
had been granted to them by: his 
Pedeceſfors::: But when they ſaw 


he prepar'd to execute hifEdid by | 
force, they refolv'd imaDiet' held 

at\ Baden, ' in; the* Month of Fe- 
bruary, - 2686, to' diſpztch: two | 
Ambaſſadours to' him,” to'endea- 1 
vaur the-obraining, by their Re- 1 
_ preſentations, that' * which they 

could not procure'by their Letrers,” - 
-- The Perfons' pitched upon for 
_ this Embaſhe were Gaſpard de Mu- 


( 15.) 
ralt; and Bernard de Mural:, both 
Councellours of State'; the Firſt, 
of the Republick of Zzrich, the 
other of Berne; who hadiall qua- 
lities-neceffary to fir them:for-ſuch 
an:Employ, either. .in _reſpe&. of 
their. Virtue and Piety, ' or of their 
Prudence and:Perſonal Abilities. 
Theſe Ambaſſadours were eharg- 
ed..to uſe+ their beſt endeavours to 
oblige: the Duke of: Savoy to re- 
voke the Edit whicts he -htad-pub- 
liſhed againſt the Valley Churches, 
And becauſe they had reaſon to feas 
| that his Royal Highneſs: would 
| | continue firm'in his- Refolution-of 
cauſing it to! be. executed: in all 
points, the - Proteſtant -Cantoris; 
- after having maturely' confidered - 
the ſtate: of the People that' com- 
posgd the Chureties, and: the Allis 
ances and Forces: of the Prince: 
who reſolv'd totally: £o: extirpate 
them, if chey refus'd oo: ſubmit 
to his Will, they rhougtit, incaſe 
their Ambaſſadowss could/nor ob- 
VEN _ tain 


NY C2673 + 
tain_a Revocation of the Edi&, 
. that then it would: be expedient 
for them to endeavour the procur- 
ing of liberty for thoſe miſerable 


People. to. retire 1nto ſome other - 


Country, -to ſell their Goods, and 
to carry with them all that they 


could get: together of their ſhip- . 


wrack'd Fortune,  _ 
- The Lords who were preſent in 


 thisDiet were too prudent-and ju- 


dicious;to take any other courſe _ 
_ bur-chis; they. ſaw; on. the one 

hand, | how. few they were who 
. could-bear Arms in the Vallies ; 
for; they were at moſt -but Two 
Thouſand Five Hundred Men, the 
greateſt part of them: ill armed, . 
_ and hadneither Commanders, Pro- 
viſion, or Ammunition, and could 
not. from any place expe&t Suc- 
cours ; that they likewiſe who 
had Commanded in the. Wars of 
164 5 and 1664 were now all 
 dead.: But on. the: other hand, 
when they. conſidered the Prince's 
pr * Forces, 


ba oo een, 
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Forces, who had reſolved to abo- 
liſh their Religion, they ſaw that 
they* infinitely exceeded thoſe 'of 

his SubjeQs, ' who were of a Re- 
ligion contrarg'to his; for the 
Duke had enjoy'd a long Peace; 
he had a great many good Troops, 
brave Captains, and experienc'd | 


| | Generals ; he had nothiog to fear, 


either from his Neighbours: or any 
Prince in Zxrope. 

+More than all this, the Duke 
of Savoys Troops were joyn'd 
with thoſe of the King of France, 
who was then ſodreaded, that his 
very Name made all the Poten- 
tates of ' Furope tremble ; whereas 
heretofore though the Subjects of 
France fought together with ' the. 
LYaudois, to ailiſt and guard them 
from the_ oppreſſion of their So- 


vereign, yet, notwithſtanding their _, 
| being ſo aided, they were driven 
out of - their Vallies, and could nor 


defend themſelves againſt the ſingle 
Forces of their Prince, They far- 


Cay: - 


farther. conſidered, that if by” 
ſome unexpected. chance the YVau- * 
dois ſhould at firſt have: the good 


luck to. get ſome advantage over 


their Enemies, yet. in the end, 
' they muſt needs be overpower'd 


by the-great number of thoſe that *| 
attack'd chem, whoſe loſſes could: 
be repaired-by being recruited with- 
new Troops ; bur- the Yaudois- 
- could make no new-Levies, to fill 
the places of thoſe that muſt be- © 
flain in- ſeveral Combats. More- 
than-all-this, the Yaudois having 
to: do- with: the King of France, 
who was the proudeſt Prince in. 
the-World, and who at that time- 
had no Enemy upon his hands,” 
he would have armed all the Peo--. | 
ple of his Kingdom againſt them, | 
rather- than have fatl'd to: bring: 
_ -his defign to: paſs, wherein he 
thought conſiſted his: chiefeft Glo- 
© ry, and. by which he believ'd he 
ſhould merit the higheſt Place a- - 
b | | As mong. , 


> 
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1 mong. the greateſt Saints in Pa» 
1 radiſe-- | *1 54-086 
The Cantons - had before their- 
-| eyesithe Frexeb Proteſtants, whom 
' they. had rreceiv d/ into their Ter. 
] ritories; and comparing their con- 
-| dition with that of their Brethren 
| of. Pizemon?, they found that even 
-| in that miferable ſtate to- which 
| they were reduced, the: Yandois 
being ftill able. to: obtain free leave 
| to'go: out. of their Country, were 
- | in that refpe&t much happier than 
| the Frexch Proteſtants, who were 
not+ only obliged to quit their 
Houſes and their Country, when 
all their Goods were taken from 
4 them, but yet-could not buy their 
1 Baniſhment, without hazardiog: 
| their Lives and their Liberty. 
All things thus confidered; the- 
| Cantons art laſt concluded. they 
| could do nothing of "more -advan-- 
| tage for! the Piemontors, than- to: 
| obtain+for them that which they 
| themſelves had now, and hereto- 
L.-- 10re..- 
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fore deſired when they were per-| 
ſecuted concerning the exerciſe of} 


their Religion ; for in former times 
they molt humbly petiticn'd their 
- Prince, | that .they might ſeek a 
- retreat in Foreign parts. 


The Ambaſſadours ſurnithed | 
with theſe Inſtructions, went 1nto | 


Piemont ; and being arrived at 
- Turin, and admitted to Audience 
by his Royal Highneſs, they de- 


clar'd, That ſeeing the mediation - 


of their Maſters, the Evangelique 
Cantons,with his Royal Highneſs, 
' 1n favour of his Proteſtant Sut- 
jets, had been always acceptable 


and effectual, their Sovereign 


' Lords, having with extreme grief 
heard that his Royal Highneſs had 
reſolved to deprive his Proteſtant 
SubjeQs- of .the liberty of their 
Conſciences, and the cx:rciſe of 


' their Religion, which they. had. 


enjoy 'd for many Ages z their $o- 
vereigns moved by Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, by the ſtri&t union. with 


EY > oem &C .-— wn fo Md + 


thoſe | 
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't thoſe of their Commumon, and 
/by the confidence they had in his 

Royal Highneſs's Clemency and 

Juſtice, had preſumed to intercede 

by their Letters of Recommenda- 

tion in favour of rheir Brethren of 
| the: Vallies. But having received 
| no anſwer to thoſe Letters, their 
| Maſters had charged them with 
this Embaſſie, to teſtifte the con- 
| | fideration they: had for his Royal 
- Highneſs, - and likewiſe to ſhew . 
| how:muctrthey were touched with. 
. | rhe lateEdi& which had been pub- 
- | liſhed againſt his Highneſs's poor 
| | Subjects, and had commanded 
| them to aſſure his Highneſs how; 
| ſincerely. they regarded his Inte- 
| | reſts, and with all poſſible inſtance 
to.pray him- to ſuffer the Tnhabi- 
rafts of the Vallies- quietly and 


ww % ailluacd 


| of their Religion, - and rhat liber- 
. ty. of Conſcience his Predeceffors 

had-granted to them; upon the | 
| grefling Iaterceſſions and Recom- 


per petually to enjoy the exerciſe 3 


mengationg 


C22.) | 
 mendations of many Princes ani 
Proteſtant States, and particular 
1y upon the Interpofition and Me 
-  -diation of their Sovereigns : Anc 
that. which made them hope tc 
obtain what they deſired, wat 
that his Highneſs's Subje&s had 
done nothing to render themſelvey 
unworthy" of the continuance of 
the Favour and AﬀeCtion of their] 
' Prince, or that ought to deprive 
them of the-right which they had] 
acquired by ' his. own concpotnony 
which ought to be inviolable, be 
cauſe they were not bare and fim- 
ple Tolerations, but Authentick 
Treaties, made with the: Inhabi. 
tants:'of the Vallies, and therefore 
aught' to'be perpetual and irrevo-} 
cable, as may be ſeen in the Twer- 
tieth Article of the Grant paſsd 
inthe .year 2655, -and the Fourth 
Article of | the Patent 1n 1664; 
Which declares, That they ſhould 
be perpetually and irrevocably ob. 
frved; and''that in —_— 
. TEENS | | AVC: 


UIDY _' —— —_ Sh. ans ac ends 


ated 


| 
we 
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{ have been Ratify'd and Regiſter'd 
by the/Senate.of Chambery, to be 


Bona fide executed according to 
their Form and Tenour. 

That their Lords were verily 
perſuaded,.. that his Highneſs in 
his own Reign, full of Glory and 
Felicity, would not ſuffer thoſe 
Grants, follow'd with many De- 
clarations and folemn Promiſes, 


to be made void, and all the fruit © 
| of their Mediation, Pains, and-.. 


Care'come to nothing. Iz 
. They hoped that his: Highneſs 
would not have the World believe - 
he had not the ſame eſteem and 
regard for the Evangelique Can- 
tohs which -his Predeceſlors had ; 
or that' the perfe&t Amity, and 
ſincere Correſpondence which hath 
always been between his Royal 
Highneſs and their Lords, as good 


Neighbours and Friends, was in 


any wiſe alter'd; that his-State 
would be expos'd to troubles and 
calamitzes ; that the Conſciences 
of 


ES 


(24 ) 


fone) would be forced, by the 
fear of Death and Torments : 
Ina word, the Inhabitants of the 


of his SubjeQts (which ' ought not : 
to depend upon any but God ay , 


 Vallies would be overwhelm' 


d} © 


—— II 


with Miſery, and reduc'd to De 


_ Jpair. 


© They alſo earn 


eſtly pray'd his 


Royal Highneſs, to receive fa 


Religion ; and that he would 


the Cries, Tears, and Groans of 
 beſeech him to ſuſpend the Exe- 


cution of his Edit, and not to 
turn his Arms againſt his People, 


ligious homage due to' him,.. de- 
fired, with the loſs of their Blood, 
to ſeal the fidelity which they had 


. vourably their Sovereign's Inter+| . 
' ceſfion, inthe behalf of his Subj 
jets, made their 'Brethren byj 
Communion in one and the- ſame] 


ſuffer himſelf to be moved by} 


ſo many innocent Souls, who did}: 


who in rendering to God the Re-] 


PR" ST” Im; __u ry ” % 


vow'd to his Royal Highneſs. 
by That, 


heE* no! 


Methory” had d6ne*; ard. that'en * 
br pate, they would cndeaydur 
4. by all maniner of ways, to ceſtific 

*their thanks,” -and>to” render. his 


 whith'his\Royal Highneſshad to 


(25) #* 


» - That .if heir Mediation did' 


ce the" "effect; which © cheir 
wurs defired; it-would be'the 


F EN evidence his Roy- 


give ther, that 
Pral'd Ines Mediation 


pad i ee 


his Predeceſſors. of Glorious 


phe $eciprocal Services upon 
octafions ; and *becapſe, \in the 
Conference" wh ict the'*Amballe- 
dours had with® his Royal High- 


ne6's Miniſters of Stare, ſoine of 


thofe Reaſons: had been, 
pbblifh” the Edit; whereof they 


deli rd: the: Revocatign, "the Ani 


baſadours judg'd - it: neceſſary fo 


anſwer thoſe Reaſonsy ro give 0- 


thets to bick their:owh Demands, 
—__ int the. following. Mes 
b. 


- 


GC His 


8 


His Rigel 2 arg þ 
of ; State havin 1 \- Mfp, 
when, we diſcourſed WwFog , with, | 


which, -by the neceſitty of *: 


Juatlure of Aﬀairs, your Royal Highs 


fo þ | 


"#efs was forced fo enter, wasg 
 ohflacie to o the, Jacedfy of our: 
ation 5 we are « oblig'd fo repre* | 
[ene 20 [your "Royal Highneſs, that,? 
the F. aley-Churches of 0 Demons gi, 
wever ſepangte. ek om from tbe. 
ot of their, Printe-;. freang} 
live in | that» which they. re. 
ceivd from their Anceſtours more, 
than "Ei bt Hundred "Tears 
and. 


the pelſeſion of their Reli 
maintain'd them in it. 


of the Tears 1561, 1602, and 


T SOIe: which have been ratified by | 
the” 


thew, that the.. Eng: ent. Ento. | 


vbich they profeſs d before -& | 

_ wer they. were under. the, Goverg- | 

anent f Jour, Royal Highneſs s Pre* 

deceſſours.; who finding - them in” 
6 eh have ] © 

by ſeveral. 

Conceſſiovs, and principally by t boſe. 


» 3 
ak + 1 ; , 
- » 


(a7) 
+ the Sewaze, md" by KY Chamber; is 
2he Tear” 1620, for the' Sum of 
'6600' Freneh Daccatoons, which 
"thoſe Churches paid, as by the very 
"tf of Confirmation plainly appears; . 
"PBerr Right paſs'd in form bf. a 
'E Theaty, and of a_ Law” Perpetual, 
and Irr, pora ble ; "which was" of- 
| ſerved du ?he life of "his Royal 
no Engbueſs Vittar Amadeus, and 
during © - "the R eey 0 "Mac 
Royale; which ſhe cop firms d by "2 
In bante; YO 1638; Fter 
ri, \ theſe Churches TN 'd4 ma ay 
"other favourable. Decrees. of 

; Einhueſs Charles: Emanuel, 
your * Royal © Hig rbueſi's "ther, 
T Glorious MAbry ; ; "particularly ly in 
\þ begs, 2648, and NEL. B 


þ many Gran: 


te” 5c to a: , in : 
| 9s I 6 »s C4 e 

an Elli to he pabl A, roo | 
FRET terrible and fa fer | 


- EOF +=\;« tlie 


bh 


; F ; Ww FY COLE es my "ar : £ 
| F ri, does and Conceſſi S by. two. 
 fole my Patents,” perpetual and ne | 
Yet olaMle, - in The ears. I65546 ud © 
1 Ratifed in. due form; and : 
Wage Ho Lec ter s which he. wrote Es 
i. our. Fea the. 28th of Fee... 
1 "I 21 the. Tear, 1664. ;.. oy. 5 


*S 
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TE \— 


2 mn the | 
given, #n, the, AL & of | | 


Tt th a, mbaaguary, be, | 


Z 
af 


+ 
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oC. _ 
l « for *rbat purpoſe. © It caunot be juſt 
| to break jo many formal and Au 
| -rchent}et Engagements ;: not only be- 
1 - 48uſ@ Thoſe Conceſtons. and Patents 
1 were agreed toi the” face of "all 
1 "Europe, '4y rhe Interpoſirion' and. 
i Mediation of -many Kings, Princes, © 
and : States," as perpetmal Monu- 
| ments" and Pledges of the” Publick- 
Path 5 bur alſo becauſe the Words 
and Promiſes of Princes ought to be 
Sacred and Inviolable ; for if ſuth- 
| Engagements may be infring d and 
made nill, under pretence that a © 
Prince "is neceſſitated "to '3t by the 
junftire of bis fairs, "or" for. the 
advantage of them, there will Be «| 
j nothing certain in the World, and' 
1 nothing but War 'and Confuſion 10 
Se apeetrt'; Tf © 1bis Maxim * be. + 

- 82" tablifh'd” among Sovtraigns, 
Proteftant Princes may deſtroy their - 
Catholiek Subjetts, and Catholic: 
Princes oo the ſame to all the Pro- 
reftants in their Dominions,”' It is: 
then*tertain, whether the thing be 
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confiderea either as -it  reſpefts. the. 
Honour and Reputation of a'Prince, 
or whether, it be _confider'd with re 
gard to. the Rul , and Principles £4 
trae . and Juſt. Policy, whoſe. ch 
and only end, is the ſa afcty'of Princecs : 
. People, pes States ; it will be * 
- found Fhat the. Words and Promiles 
4, Princes . onght to be inviolable. T 
is. this which. tells us, that_nei> | 
ther the neceſſity of preſent Con- | 
junftures, nor any. other Intereſt, - 
can oblige a Prince ſo Juſt, Mer- | 
ciful,  . aud Prudent. as your Royal } 
3 Highneſs, . 76 enter. into, . or- mate 
E. good any. new Engagements, which | 
RH. 7/8 ot only. overthrow all that 
|. - gour Predeceſſors have done in the | 
= [7 bt of the whole. World... But. will ; 
al ep Your. own. Dowiviens and * 
The 1. to Fire, . ward... Miſerys | 
and Deſolation, and to-all. that tn} 
ji and. Brutality. is cruel. and Y 


anfels at matural for oP aous” 
We «hat there. may be 


but 4 


| - : = ſoy . jw Þ ; 3; * s F | 
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But 'one. Religion in all his \Domini- 
dns; and being perfwaded that that: 
_ which 'he' phi 360 profeſſerh is the: 
"Prue, be "may "think Charity binds 
Free Yo enfleavour to make all his 
; Subjetts of bis Religion ; - but it 
. muſt be alſo confefs 'd, That Religion, 
PREP into chr Hearts #&y P erfuaſion, 
wor by Force und Com CATH 3" and 
+ make Men tafte Pike Verites, 
we ought ro make uſe only of Tnftru- 
_ fon, Exhortation,, and gentle means, 
according to the prattice sf our Lord: 
Fefis or $6 ant his' Apoſtles. 
"The Ki: ings and Princes are Ma- 
Pers of thetr People,” yet they have 
no Empire over | their \Conſciences . 
which®are ſubjett fo none'bat* God; 
j6: Yhat we have- reaſon fo hops your 
Nofie Highneſs will be fo fl from 
. Joreing the Tahabitants of the Fallies 
too "things contrary to the diflates 
of their Conſcientes, that you * well 
'reſtore to them the Peace we' implare 
for" hum ; that you will conftrm their - 
Priviledges, and let then have mw | 


be 4 8 -— IE : of 


" 4 

iberty.of rendring fo Gad the Wor-' 
ſhip whith.zs. due.to him. ſo. long as 
they pay, .za.you. the reſpett. 


weſs. Tour Highneſs's Miniſters. of - 
State have. alſo told us, That your' 
Subjefs.of the. Yallies. have, made. 


favour 5 but all the World knows, 
that before the Publication of your! 
laſt. Edi, . they - gave your Royal: 
© Highneſruo  cauſtof Complaint; and! 
therefore, tis. uot.qny ill behaviour , 
of theirs that .bath. been the occa-' 


them : Beſide, if any particular. 
Perſons \gmong them ſince that time, 
hape. committed any fault (which. 
yet: js. more than w# know )) can; a- 

ny man wonder that miſerable People, 
driven to abſolute deſpair, ſhould att 
imprudently 2 IWe hope. your, Royal 


. hus warhre, and. You, have toe much! 


» Ll + 
s C &\, 


FAS 
ES 


and, bu- 
MALE which, 45 .your.. faithful Subs 's 
jects,  t hey. owe t0. your\Royal Hlig he. 


themſelves anivortby of their Prince's) 


hon of ſo rigorous. an Order againſt | 


 Flighmeſs, hath, ſo. much . Goodneſs | 
and, Mercy," 'as. ta Par don. faxits, of: 


_ 
_— 


| —_— 
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Juſtice > and. Equity 20+ puniſh a 
| whole Community for: Dies which. 
| may 'bave bean cormireed\ by: ue; Jew. 
| - private Perſons, 

«Laſtly, it hath. been pretended 
that” the Patents which: his. Royal 
Hug hneſs CbarlesEmanueb granted 
inthe "years "$655, and £664; "6h 
not concert Religzon,” but only g 
the *Proteſtants leave" to. dwell in 
| ſome certain places of the Vallies'; 

and th Trefore; neither our: Soveraigs 

Lards, nor other Princes: who. were 
Mediators and Interceſſors #n\ that 
Aﬀair- have any. intereſt in this: 
But we pray your Rojal Hi ghneſs 
to- confider, Firſt, That the Fafoneſs 
| then-in agitation was Religion, :and. - 
| that direftly. no other thing was 
rreated. of : For befide - Signior 
aldo's Order, which was the 
gy of ſuch diſmal. effets, and 
took \away+ theſe P riviledges-aphich 
hell Been: \granted to the: Vabdgis 

concerning. Religion, there was then 


« OG fo ow them. 20; Se. things 
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2 © Þ og 
contrary \t0 their Govſciences 3. for 


they - were. \fhrgavned.: with \Devoby, 


aud Confiſeutionaf Goods) if -within 


twenty. days after they :were ' coms! 


 wranded fo todo, \they did not em] 


race the Cathelick Religion. 
\*8rcondly, Hil -ithe Mediation aud 


una Sdates bad no-other : foundation 
-Bur\rbat of . Religiow' ni Gogſilence) 
- it was upon this 'oery Princi ic the) 
 "ndted,): and their 4mbaſſaders 'ba 
| "M06: heen heard'or received, Auto 

they pena concerned ina buftneſs-te 
4 Having to their Religion ; \and it wai 


. for this Reaſon that your: Highneſs 3 


| "Predece ſors, by their "Letters, gavs 

5 ryufſurances to their\ Excebencie 
'the-Evangelick Cantons, hat the 
 2Patents. which. theyhad Sends \41 
 *their Tuterceſſion ſhould be Penlimal 
"and faithfully executed.” 


- hirk:  publiſÞ Lan Beidkars Stovake a: 
"aB that ns os 1o:them, wh 
, "Phone: Foe Exvrcife x4 tho 


Lterndifine ofi:the:P roteftant'Princes| | 


\Mow becauſe - yeureRoy ojul High wel 4- 


O39) 
Pallies upoy Bain 
ohirbe af their Charcbes 
6 OW Eninbs, bifffbeth their Mi- 
"wfters and Sboolmafters, commands 
"af their C bilttren to be bapti#d;* ani 
Y ra in the Roman Religion, 
+ hs regal the People- 


tie [ay f7 WY rt eine | 
"felveFvHId 70 contieus their Twt6r-- 
"effbiyoifor them, which'we'ds bo 
ame fopint that your Rey PE; | 
[0 59g : ie tor out Capers. £ 


-pity' For OW 
10536 Fs on” do - 


| ow 
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ors, 5," Raving & ele 


| (36) 
That his Royal; — HY was. very. 
ſorry he -could not. yield to whar | | 
they deſired -imcheir Maſters name; ] 
That he had much' better Reaſons 
to. maintain his Edi&t; than thoſe. 
which were offered to, bimrto revoke 
1t:. Thar per not. make: it leſs 
ſtri&. in any particular - \That the 
Great, Wheels moved andcarricd on 
the leſs; That.the Letter which the 
Canrons' had. written. to- bios was} 
aotdelivercd till ap Cale. 
on. of his Edit:Tha: haviog.ſonear 
him. ak -no. leſs. powertul than. 
jealous of his Authorgcy,he ought to- 
be very circumſpeQ.: That he-wasf - 
oblig'd toa& according tothe pre-| .. 
ſeat junQure-and ſtateof. ee: A + 
That even in Switzer/apd there was. 


S £45 £ 
TEE I 


pnecordingo the ten pal A airs, TE 


s which ot wr Men a 
/canogy har: i? arquels' ” 
had giveg:. good "and; 


aſe). co. the ,two-D:putics; 
the Vallics to hus High-; 


atone 
#47 


| 


(339) 
| thas inflead of ,giviog 
"n go their ſub bmidion n;;afnd 
xdience, - £0. which ;they. were 
ound,: they. had hs ev all 
ſorts of Hoſtilities: agai 0- 
then he ) re had: been gaile 


vided 
rk Jour 


| i ty Five 
; V 1K1D92 {FAIGLT 

he TR - .That,.the Nuke. 

us, Now. too, Sa en gagd:;, 
ps%hich he bad. been at rear 

alone 20. levy, were already on | 


Fac that; the Edi &.c id nothbe 


recall'd Without great diſhonaur. to. 


A : DE an Fx he 


b is Res de 
. Conceſſions. of” 1655, and 265-0 


- amounted , to np. more, than. bare 
Toleratiops;. and; that the Vallics. 
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had beeh* "jardicaily 


Fog tar rhe \reſule" b 
c eximination -Wis,” That the 
rileSges Hy pk peed which.'s 


Stheir Religionſ 
5 net in-any: — —_ ) 
pokes 


ere Reafohs” were ie whic a0 
. + NAQ © nducec i is Roy ral Hip nelf 


_—_ 

of Famur 
.chevicould. notbe-of 0 
& usthoſe were which 
ys engagy he oe 


wo | 
or Reaſons of :Starmi cult free / 
ar to DL. 


ing oblighd 
-punktuail 7 2obſe! þ- 
{#herj-uhenwaſe dſo Paco had 
-beentran ed As -a of” Sa- 
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20y3\a6dithav-rhie- bare Confirms- 1 


tion.of 'em:iirtheVear ir620. had 


goſtthe Vailey-ChurchesSix Thow! 
ſand Crowns. - | 

_ .;/Fhatif the changes which hag 

thin. States, or-the. different" 

Mesfures;whieh accotding: to the. 


Rules of :Policy:cnay be! taken, | 
ſhould: be valuable and ſufficient. 


Exceptions :to: elude/the' obſerva-1 


We f Treaties, there could be} 


ing-certainin Soveraigns Prot. 


nllldiout of the'World; and there; 
-<ould never be'any aſſurance that! 
- thoſe: things ſhould be priced 
-Whiclt: had" been ſolemnly ſtipu-; 
lated; arſtbrhere:- could. be "noway 
 - of ending War; or concludin 

. Alliances. ©! So. that the Concefh- 
. .ohs. granted. by © his Royal High- 
. nely's'Predecefiors: to the Faudois \| 
-did. convey to; them; art indiſput-! 
.able' right; which they: could:ne-! 
ver loſe, bat by being guilty:'of 
ſome. heinous. Crime, or down- | 
LTD ._ righty 


5 Faith would be'totally*ba- 


4 


( ar) 


right-Rebellion againſt : their. So- | 
veraign.: But they; are ſo far from 
being/juſtly: accus'd-of: having 'a- 
ny/way:faild.in theirduty. to him, 


t-- they,/,can- produce':a;Letter - 


Arom his Royal Highneſs, dated 
| the 24 of. Seprember, 1684, which 
F- .is- an. authentick,-. and: manifeſt- 
| Proof of their Fidelity, and their. 
4 :ſedfaſt. refolutions to- ſerve him. 


If fince the Publication of. your 
laſt Edi, ſome particular Perſons. 
among. them have- taken . Arms, 


it was not againſt their Soveraign, 
- but only to defend themſelves :a- 


gainſt thoſe, who, abuſing his Au- 


| thority, had fallen upon, and af- 


faulted. them ; and if any diſor- 
der had been committed;, they on-. 
ly:.were to be-chaſtiſed wha! bad 


been. the Authors of it ;.-andeut | 


ought not to, be imputed to.: the 


ColleRive.. Body f of Y the Valley: 
[Ghurches ,,-.who:., were, no/-way 
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_-' Vallies 


| > 
Valiies had not acquired any Right 
by the Conceffions of his Royal 
Highneſs's" Predeceſiois, ' or rhar 
thoſe Conceſſions were but PRYORIR 
- andſimple Tolerations x fince'it-1 
plain, rhat they are Treaties _ | 


ween 'the Prince and his Sub-4 - 


jets," and that theſe Treaties are} 
{ .and- irrevocable, and : 


[= 5 to beinviolably obſerved. 


That a Prince is equally oblig'd} 


to perform the Promiſes-which he 
.makes to his SabjeQs, as he'is thoſe 
which 'he makes to Perſons nc 
fubje&-to him-; that the founda- 
tion -of Tuch Obligations was Pub-: 
lick Faith, which ought to govern! 
4n'all Princes Treaties, without a- 
ny diſtindtion'made between thoſe: 
Abgoroie \they—enter into En- 


 . . gapoments; forif it were lawful 


10 fail in the performance-of thoſe! 


folomn Promiſes they miketo their] 


People, ir would be-impotiible'to) 
end any differences which: might 
hoes eoween thee; or to: ap 


"TE 3 
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Cay 
4 peaſe any troubles in Kingdoms or 
| States; and that -between two. 
Parties in War with one another, 
# there could be no end. of their 
# Quarrel, but by:the entire ruine of 
J. . They further ſaid, That if So- 
# veraigns had reaſon to. do. what 
$-pollibly they could to moke, all 
# yet to compaſs that, they ought 
{ not. to infringe thoſe Treaties they. 
| had made with them; and that 
the oaly means which in ſuch a 
cafe were lawful to-be uſed, , was 
| Inftruftion, Exhoetation, | and all 
| thoſe ;gentle ways which are like- 
7 dip Ari Troth, enter ine. Fs 
ouls of, theirPeople, to enlighten 
cheir Underſianding, and lead ther 
Votuntarily and fincerely.'to..cm- 
brace true Religion::. But that 
' Which deſerves particular -conſide- 
*stidg. in this matter, is, .That.the 
maitants of, the; Vallies. doinot 
Hhold-by. Grant from their VRges 
s dt | tne 


Sr Deg 
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hs liberty of publickly exerciſinj | 
their Religion, it having been eſta 
bliſh'd'in the Country more rhadf 
Eight Ages ago,” and that they ef 
Joy'd this Rigt:t a long time befort 
they were Subje&s to the Ancl 
ſtors of | his Royal Highneſs ; 1 
that' they nzver- having been. | 
their Prince's Religion, ir ann \\> 
be ſaid they have quitted it, '-0 
that ney? are obliged to erdrad 
by 


'F 


"-Befide, his Royal Highnefs ;Pre | 
Jebelfark who permitted the Vau 
| avis to cofitinue theexerciſe of thei i 
Religion, very well knew that 
Unity of Faith was not-abſalutel 
. neceſiary for the Publick good and 
ſafety” of 'their-'State;+ ſor other: 
wiſe they would: never have paſs] j 
ſuch ſolemf Patents, or from tire 
| to time confirmed” them as they 
have done: HH + 
 _, -Andicertaibly thete: is live w 
j ' be feared from the diverſity o-Re 
þ + gion which is Td Pamont ; | 
_ thoſl 
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1 ( oakabe are, not, 4:5 de: Pri 


li | ole My Conn, and-4 or 
4 Power, and. have. .no defign-.to 
| [2 their Doerine in any her 
# part: as Late High. Ne 


1 hy * 
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I ghne d and there- 
' IE ch Toe of his own Party. 


| 2Pght/torbinder. him, from; uſing 
he TeV nm Inhabitanrs. of 
lics, to. renounce. thine: « 


F} The alchg' his Royal. Highned 
| kem'd.not to. fotos his Proteſtant 
9:0 Embrace the; Romo 
Ren, and, was contented. with. 
depriving them ofthe exerciſe of 
their, own Religion, leaving, to 
them. 17 other things perieR liber- 
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-of Gonience ; yet it was evil 
x cluaethey' were not only © 
liped- { under'very great Penal! £ 
ties }- to baptiſe their Childrerr i in 
Catholick Churches, - and to bring 
them up-in' the” Romiſh- Religion 
which wes 5 infapportable-and] 
ny to them as to compel} i q 
ga cbeg: to- s Ee: proj 


+: tim hard ant et; aa | 
" force os to2 We xr . 


Beſide, hey forbid People the EX- 
| erciſe of their Religion, is £0 ©: ff 
them into ndevorion, and < 
into" Atheifm, which may 
a greater miſchief to them, chat 
driving em by force "into th 
Church of Rome. 

_ In rheſe Reaſons there was Þ 

| much 


+ $42... . P07 
| auch frength,. that the Ainbadks * 
dors hoped they weuld i oh 


208. he: mags 
and that 


che «by 
entſome. day aca ſolligiting his 
oyel Hij jghnels' MIS, and 


Ws | = pricaay. ps 
wi <4. themſelves | 1 the. Marqueſs 

1s. Thomas, as to. him, on whom 
G Þ the Good and all * 


( mY Y 
+ Hiwhich WASto be" ox 
cho Affair; andif vnhe" yr | 
_ off things by apperatices CHIN 

rhey rook | to diſpoſe: him ko 'be 
favourabl "to. them were not in| 
vain. - | 
For bus prove with m_— Oath, | 
Thathe hadſhew'd' to hiis'Royal 
Wighoof, all that was eontiin'd' 
tie Repty.they-had oblig'd him to 
preſent, and- Ther he had fone. all 
he could to; theks't th 


def 
the ps 's Þ Trops at wot - Ny upon: 
their March, the Inbabitants 
the Fables may: make--a Sewzk #1 

EW: | | 86orphy indith- theTEAAY 
hilt: wot Being contrary t6' the Pr M61 
ciples-of* your Relagion;\ Tho" 3} bt 
tothe Doftriwe: of? The ."'OarÞolick| 
| Church ; and by-thw? town "Phey 
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' will diſarm the Prince, and after- 
wards find ſome way to prevent 
the miſchief wherewith they are 
threatned. 

. Oxr. Doftrine, replied the Am- 
baſſadours, doth in no wiſe alloth us 
to diſſemble our Faith, but obligeth 


1} us to confeſs with our Mouths that 


which we believe in our Hearts to 
be truth ; but this is not the preſent 
Bufineſs : The Queſtion is, Whether 
'' hs Royal Highneſs hath power to 
" revoke the Priviledges granted to 
the Valley Churches ; for as they 


* are Engagements into which he en= 


tred by the Mediation of many So- 
veraigns, and among others, by that 
of . the Evangelick Cantons our S0- 


| veraign Lords, it is certain that no= 


i I ought to infringe or make them 


J: word. 


75 The Ambaſſadours in the mean 
4; time negleted nothing that might 
;F Make their Negotiation ſucceſs- 


+ ful, and therefore made new ap- 


'} Plications to the Marqueſs St. 7ho- 
D Mas, 
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.-mas, and to others of his Royal | 
Highneſs's Miniſters, but they all 
faid ( as if they had concerted | 
what anſwer to give) that the.E- | 
di&t was irrevocable, by reaſon of | 
the preſent junRure, and the mea- | 
ſures which his Royal Highneſs | 
had taken. 
Beſide the Reaſons drawn "oa 
the Nature of the Grants paſs'd to} 
the Yaudois, and the concern which} 
the Cantovs had that they ſhould! 
be obſervid, the Ambaſſadours} 
repreſented " the inconveniencics! 
which might follow the execution| 
of the Edit ; and among others,| 
thoſe which his Roy Highneſs 
might well fear would happen by: 
the entry of Foreign Treops into! 
his Country, by the loſs of a 
great number of his Subjz&s, ' who! 
had done their Prince very great] 
ſervice, and were ſtill ready to 
loſe their Blood to teſtifie the love! 
they had for him : By the dimi-, 
Dution | -of his Revenue, which! 
muſt 


ww 4-40 - 
mult neceſſarily follow the deſtru- 
&ion of thoſe miſerable People ; 
and to which might be added, rhe 
blame his Royal Highneſs muſt 
incur, by turning his Arms a- 
oainſt his own People, and the 
damage which his other Subjects, 
who were Neighbours to 'the Val- 
lies, muſt needs ſuffer by a Civil 
War, with many other Conſide- 
rations of this nature, which 
were not regarded by his High- 
neſss Miniſters; who told the 
Ambaſſadours, That the Council 
of State had examind their Rea- 


| fons, and did not think them 
weighty enough to hinder him 


from Publiſhing his Edi& againſt 
his Subj2&s of the Vallies ; and 
tho' by the execution of ir, his 
Royal Highneſs might ſuffer ſome 
inconvenience, yet he muſt go on, 
becauſe a change of this nature 
would be prejudicial to his Au- 


| thority; and by being willing to 
; preferve ſome of his Subjeas, he 
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might be in danger of loſing all. 


Tho' the Miniſters of State | 
ſeem'd to be firm in their Opini- * 
ons, and pretended not to be con- | 


Oc" 
” 


4 


vinced of the Juſtice of the Am-. 


baſladours Demands, yet it was 
well known, that they maintain'd 


WE A Ray, os 


the Edict againſt their own judg- ' 


ment ; and one of them freely 


confeſs'd, that his Highneſs's Coun- | 
cil had not ſufficiently examin'd | 


the Conceſhions of the Year 1655, 


and 1664 ; and if they had made ' 


ſuch refle&tions on them as they ' 


ought, they would never have ' 
been of the opinion that they | 
might be revoked : But he told 
the Ambaſſadours the miſchief was ' 


not now to be remedyd, and it 
would be in vain for them to ſol- 


licit his Highneſs to change his : 


mind. Another of them freely ' 
confeſs'd that his Highneſs was | 
not Maſter of this Afﬀair, and: 


that thoſe Orders muſt be exe- | 
cuted 
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| cuted at Turin, which had been 


given at Yerſatlles, 
This free and ſincere Confeſſion 


'' made the Ambaſſadours conclude, 


That all their Inſtances and Sol- 
licitations would prove ineffetual ; 
ſo that ſeeing it would be impoſ- 


' ſible for them to obtain the Re- 
' vocation of the Edit, they were 
; reſolved, according to the firſt 


Article of their Inſtructions, to 


; demand that which they were by 


the ſecond Article of the Cantons 


' Orders direfted to ask, wiz. To 


| procure leave for the Vaudois 70 


retire ſome where elſe, aud to di- 


| ſooſe of their Goods as they ſpould 


think fit. 

But becauſe by their InſtruCti- 
ons they were to propoſe nothing 
in this particular to the Court of 


' Turin, without the conſent of the 


Valley Inhabitants, they told the 


Marqueſs St. Thomas, That ſeeing 
; many Conſiderations had hinder'd 
; them from entertaining any cor- 


WM 2  reſpon- 
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reſpondence mith the Yaudos, they 
were willing to go into the Valles, 
ro know certainly how the People 
ſtood difpos'd ; and when they 
und2>{tood their intentions, they 
might by ſome other Overtures 
renew thcir Negotiation ; but at 
the fame time declared, they 
would not undertake the Voyage 
without firſt having his Royal 
Highneſs's conizar. 

The Marqueſs St. Thomas hav=- 
ing reported to his Royal High. ' 
neſs the Ambaſſidours deſign, the | 
Duke ſent to let them know, he | 
approvs of their reſolution, and 
that he would give order to the 
Governour of Zycers, to pay them 
all the civility and reſpeC&t that 
was due to their Character. 

The Ambaiſadours, as ſcon as 
they came into the Valiltes, made 
known thcir arrival to all the 
Communities, who preientiy ſent | 
to 'em their Deputies and their ; 
Miniſters, 


TW) 
Miniſters, to-whom the Ambaſis- 
dours declared, Thar they had em- 
ploy'd the moſt poweriu! Intercel- 
ſions they poſſibly could, to get a 
Revocation of the Edict of tlie 31th 
of Fanaary ; but tizat they had 
been told his Royal Highneſs had - 
entred ifto ſach firi engege- 
ments with one of the moſt Po- 
tent Monarcis on Earth, that it 
was impollivle ior tiis Highneſs 
to break 'em ; and that he had 
reſolved to do all he could to us 
nite all his Subjets 1n the Pro- 
teſſion of one and the ſame Reli- 
gion, according as he had folemn- 


 , Iy promisd; fo that there was 


not the leaſt hope of obtaining a 
Revocation of thoſe Orders which 
had been given out againſt them. 
They alſo declared, that their So- 
veraign Lords the Certons had 
commanded them, in caſe his Roy- 
al Highneſs ſhould perſiſt in his 
reſolution of cauſing his Editt to 
be executed, then to preſs his 

D 4 Royal 
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Royal Highneſs to permit his 
Subjects of the Vallies to depart 


out of his Dominions, and to dif- 
poſe of their Goods ; but in that 


particular they would do nothing | 


cill they firſt knew what was their 
intention, and therefore they 
wiſh'd them to meet together, 


and ſeriouſly deliberate upon a 


buſineſs of ſo much weight, and 


then make known what they | 


deſired of them in the preſent 
__ juneture. 

The Deputies and the Miniſters 
having conferr'd together upon 
| this Propoſition, betore they de- 
termin'd any: thing, pray'd the 
Ambaſladours to give them their 
prudent advice - But the Ambaſ- 
ſadours at firſt refuſed to give 
them any counſel in ſo nice a bu- 
fineſs; ſaying, That they them» 


ſelves knew their own Strength, the | 


frtuation of thoſe Places where 
they intended to intrench ; their 


Provifiees both for the Belly and 
Þ the | 


OR #4 
the War, better ' than they whoſe 
advice they asR'd ; and therefore 
they could take better and ſurer 
meaſures themſelves, than could be 
given them by others. 

Nevertheleſs, at laſt, not be- 
ing able to deny their earneſt Re- 
queſts, and believing they were 
bound by Charity to aſlift them 
in a Concern ſo flippery, and full 
of hazard, they willingly conſent- 
ed to what they deſired. - 

But that they might give them 
Counſel according to the know- 
ledge they had of their condition 
they informed themſelves exactly 


'- of the number of thoſe in the 


Vallies that could bear Arms ; 
of their Experience, their Courage, 
and of the ſervice of their Offt- 
cers, of the Paſſages and Avenues 
of the Country, of their Stores, 


| of the quality and goodneſs of 


their Arms ; and above all, whe- 
ther there were a perfe& and ſin-- 
cere Union among themſglves + 
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But underſtanding that at moſt 
they were not above 2500 fight- 
ing Men, and more than 12000 


unprofitable Mouths; that Victu- | 
als already began to fail in cer- |} 
tain places ; that the Troops of | 


France and Savoy had ſhut up all 


the Paſſages whereby they might | 


be provided of neceſfaries; that 
_ they could not hope for any Suc- 
cours ; and that it was cafie to 
deſtroy them by Famine, or to 
reduce them by Force; that they 
. had no Neighbours to retreat to 
as in former Wars ; that the King 
of France, who heretofore prc- 
tected them, was now their great- 
eſt Enemy ; that they had but 
few Soldiers to defend a great. 
deal of Ground ; thar being ſepa- 
rated one from another, they could 


not give ſpeedy ſuccour to thoſe. | 
that might want it ; that there 


_ were in the Vallies Roman Catho- 
licks, who would watch, all their 
motions, and give intelligence to 


the 
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the.Court of all that paſs'd ; and 
what was yet worſe, that two 
great Princes had join'd together 
to deſtroy them : The Ambaſla- 
dours told them, That in the ſtate 
wherein they were, it was impoſſi- 
ble to reſiſt ſo great a Force as was 
ready to fall upon them; and there- 
fore it would be more for their ad- 
vantage to chuſe forſiking their 
Couitry, provided they could obs 
tain leave to ſell their Goorls, and 
fave as much as they could, They 
did not, indeed know poſitively his 
Royal Highneſs's intention in this 
particular ; but thi he had refuſed 
to grant that which the Inhabi- 
tants of the Yallies had requefted 
of him in the third Petition they 
had prefented to his {Tighneſs, yet 
they. aid hope it might now be yield- 
ed to, out of reſpet to their Ma- 
ſters.. © 
The Miniſters and Deputies hav= 
ing heard this advice, intreated 
the Ambaſſadours that they might 
___ conlul,. 
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conſult together before they gave | 
any anſwer; and then quitting | 


them, they ſpent more than three 
hours in conſulting one with a- 


nother, each Party maintaining | 


their own Opinion with a great 
deal of heat : Some aid they ought 
' Not to quit their Country, but 


expoſe their Lives to maintain their | 


Liberties, which had been ſo Au- 
thentickly granted to them ; 1ay- 
ing, it was baſe Cowardiſe not to 
ſhew their Courage, when Religi- 


on and the Cauſe of God was at | 


ſtake; that the favour which was 
to be ſhown them, would ſignifie 


nothing, to ſuch as bad not wheres | 
 Withal to defray the charges of | 
their Voyage ; that they might 1n- } 


deed ſell what they had in thePlains, 


but no body would buy their E- * 
ſtates in the Mountains, That there | 


was no ſafety for them during their 
departure ;that ſome change might 


happen in the Afﬀairs of Europe, | 


which might better their Con- 


dition. 
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dition. That perbaps France,think- 
ing they could make no Reſiſtance, 
when it ſaw how bravely they 
defended themſelves, and that they 
had deſtroy'd part of their Troops, 
would recal the reſt,and keep them 
for ſome more conſiderable -En- 
terpriſe; that they expected Mony 
and Men, which were to be ſent 
them by Captain Faxave/}, and 
that they ſhould not want Vitu- 
als, becauſe .by Sallies from time 
to time, they could oblige their 
Neighbours to furniſh them with 
ſuch Neceflaries as they wanted. 
They that were. of _ a contrary 
Opinion, anſwer'd all this, faying, 


It was true, that both Reafon and  * 


Piety oblige us, to hazard our 
Lives in defence of our Liberty, 
and the Exerciſe of our Religion, 
when there ts any appearance it 
may be done with Succeſs; but 
when the danger is inevitable, 
and our ruin certain, it is Deſpair 
and Madneſs to throw our ſelves 
| | headlong 
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headlong+ into it, and Men are 
their: ownt Enemies and Self-Mur. 
therers, to-take Arms againſt thoſe, 


whom: (do all they can) it is} 
impoſſible to vanquiſh; that they 


had but few among them,. who 


wete able to defend themſelves ; | 
and how ' Brave and Reſolute ſoe- 
ver they might be, it was evident, 


they could. not long reſiſt two 
powerful Armies, and fo many 
Troops. as were ready to attack 


them on all ſides. To think the 5 


State of Publick Afﬀairs would 


change, was to flatter themſelves 
with: vain . imaginations : - That | 
Men ought to take their Mea- | 
fures according to the preſent ſtate } 
of things, and that which appa- | 
rently was like to come to paſs: : 
That common Senſe and Prudence, * 
would never build important Re-- | 
ſolutions, upon Miraculous Events: 

That all Zxrepe enjoy'd perfect 


Peace, and France was dreaded by 
all the world, and had therefore 
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no [Reaſon to fear its being at-, 
racqud by any Prince, or thatany 
thing. could happen. to. occaſion 
the recalling of thoſe Troops 
! which were in Piedmoit, to em- 
ploy them in any other - place; 
| that' they ought not to depend 
on, the Succours they expected, 
w.. tho' they that were promis'd 
ſhould be ſent, yet: againſt every * 
ſingle man that ſhould come, 
their Enemies cduld oppoſe whole 
Companies. That they could not 
long ſubſiſt for want of Viduals, 
and that tho' their Sallies ſhould 
be ſucceſsful (which was not like- 
ly) all the Proviſions which they 
would that way be able- to .ger, 
could not ſuffice to maintain ſo 
great a number of people ; in fine, 
they made it appear, that Reſi-' 
ſtance would 1atallibly be their 
total ruine, and that then thoſe 
Ancient Churches would be de- 
 ſtroy'd, which had ſubſiſted with 
lo much Glory, in the midſt of 

| | | ſo 


: _ 


& many Perſecutions. And that 


it was much better, by a prudent 


retreat, to remove the Sacred 
Candleſtick to ſome other place, 
than to put out the light by raſh 
Reſolutions. 6.4 
Tt was faid, that ſuch as were 
_ of ability might contribute ſome- 


what to thoſe that were poor, to. 


help them in their Voyage ; and 


their not being able to ſell all | 
their goods, was not ſuch a con- | 


ſideration as ought to ſtay them; 
becauſe life ought to be dearer to 


*<m than their Lands, and that it-+ 


was much better, to loſe part 
of a man's goods, than to de- 
ſtroy himſelf. | 

The Miniſters and Deputies 
ſeeing they could not agree, and 
that the point in queſtion could 
not be otherwiſe decided, than by 
their Communities, told the Em- 


baſiadors, that the buſineſs 1n de- 


| bate being of the higheſt conſe- 


quence, they could not poſitively 
reſolve 
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reſolve upon any thing, without 
having firſt aſſembled their Com- 
munities,toknow what they would 
do in this occaſion, and therefore 
promis'd to bring their laſt reſolu- 
tion to Z«urir, provided they might 
have a Paſs-port for their ſafety. 
The Embaſiadors being return'd 
| to 7urin, informed the Marqueſs 
St. Thomas, that the people of the 
 Vallies, thought it better to die 
upon the Graves of - their Ance- 
| tors, than to loſe their Spiritual 
Liberty. , in ſubmitting to his 
R. ZH. Edi; beſeeching his High» 
neſs, with all due Reſpe&, that he 
would in ſome ,meaſure moderate 
the rigour of it; and that 4f his 
R. H. would not mitigate the Se- 
verity thereof, in favour of his 
- Miſerable Subjeas, things muſt 
apparently come to dreadful Ex- 
tremities, and that the rigour he 
uſed in this occaſion, muſt cauſe 
the ruine of a great part of his 
people. The Embaſſadors further 
| ſaid, 
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faid, that hopiog his: R. Z7. would | 
for their. Maſters ſake, moderate 
thoſe orders he had given again 
his Subje&ts of the Valles, they 
had: taken the Liberty to, make 
ſome Propoſals, which might 
prevent. all.the miſchiefs the ri> |.” 

_ gorous: Execution of the Edit was: I 
like to'-produce ; and that they | ® 
-mighe know the intention: of thoſe:| / 
people, they pray'd the Marqueſs| © 
to: obtain. a fake Condu@t for | / 
ſuch Deputies as ſhould: be ſent j 
from the: Vallies: | by 
. But the Marqueſs: St. Thomas'| ” 

told-the Ambaſſadours,. Zhat -his | * 
' Royal Highneſs, for very good 'rea- 

_ Jows, \would not give" the! Deputies | .* 
of the Vallies a' ſafe: Condit ;\ and / 
that the Secretary to their Embaſſie | © 
might be ſent to bring, back thoſe | / 
Peoples Reaſons. © | | 

The Secretary was then ſent 


to. the Faudozs: with: _ gee: 
iog Letter.. | 


WE 


(67) 


TE doubt not but that your 
33 Deputies have faithfully 
reported to you eur Opinions, which 
| we believe have no other foundation . 
| but the Publick good of your Com- 
munitzes, and ſince our return to 
' Turin, we have learnt many things 
which confirm us in our fears for 
| you, we have given yeu good advice, 
| and we hope you will follow the Coun- 
| ſel we gave your Deputies, being per= 
| ſwaded that God by his Divine Pro- 
vidence, will conduct you to ſome 
retreat, where you may have all that 
| is neceſſary for Life, and alſo Li 
berty to ſerve him in his fear, ac- 
cording to the diftates of your Con- 
| ſcience 5 and ſeeing you know the-Cons 
dition of your Affairs require a' 
ſpeedy remedy, and that no time be 
lift for the obtaining of it from your - 
Prince, we have thought it abſo- 
lately neceſſary,, immediately to di- 
ſpatch our Secretary, to let you know, 
that his R.H. will not grant any 
Paſsports 


<< 


. at very great charge to maintain 
Lagh + the 
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Paſsports to your Deputies, and 
therefore we pray you to ſend m 
ſpeedily yout ' reſolution in writing, 


fearing that if you delay to inform| 
ws, our endeavours for you will be m| 
longer acceptable at Court, and ſo 


we ſhall become uſeleſs, and unable 


to procure free leave for you to 
depart ; which to obtain, we will, if 


you pleaſe, apply our ſelves to hit] 


R. H. with all poſſible care and 
affection, Ge, 


The Communities being aſ- 
ſembled, the Secretary deliver'd to 
'em the Ambaſiador's Letter, which 
when read, he told *em, their Aft- 


fairs grew daily worſe and worſe; | 
and that the Frexch Ambaſlſadour | 
_ continually preſs'd his Royal High- 


neſs to have the Edit executed; 
that his Royal Highneſs on his 
part was very impatient it was 


not done, becauſe his Reputation | 


was engaged, or becauſe he was 


— 
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the Troops that were in his Coun» 
try ; that ſeeing it was impoſſible 
' to obtain a revocation of the Edi, 
' they ought to think of the beſt 
means to mollifie his Highneſs, . 
. and procure ſuch a mitigation of 


it as might yet be demanded: 
Laſtly, he pray'd them to refle&t 

on all thoſe Conſiderations, which 
had been alledged by the Embaiſa- 


| dors, and to give him their anſwer 


in writing. 

After this Repreſentation, the 
Miniſters and other Deputies 
having conſulted together, agreed 
to anſwer the Embaſſadors in this 
following manner. 


| -M Lords, + 
; wW E have recerved the Let- 
; ter which your Excellen- 


cies has been pleas d to ſend us, by 
Monfieur Secretary to your 


Embaſſy, and having heard from 


him an exact relation of the extra- 
ordinary pains your Excellencies 
have 
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have taken, to repreſent to hi}, 
R. H. our Privice. and the Lordy 
bis Minifters , all thoſe Reaſon j; 
which might beſt ſerve to maintain h 
our Right, and the anſwers ty yo 
grven to, thoſe reproaches, where , 
:wifth our Conduit in general, ani h 
Jome particular ations have been 
charged, we with grateful heart; k 
 *rendler to your Excellencies our moſt © 
humble thanks, © 
We have made all poſſible re 
fleftions on the Subjeft of your Let 
ter, and which way ſoever we targ| 
our eyes, we meet with ſuch difiicul - 
ties as are impaſſe ble to be overcome, 
and which we have taken the Lis 
berty to put into the Memoirs herett 
annexed, on which we pray your 
£xcellencies to caſt your Eyes, and? 
make ſuch Obſervations on th:m ail 
your great Prudence ſhall ſuggeſt; 
we are verily perſwaded, your Ex- 
cellenci?s have no other end than t1 
offer thoſe Expedients, which may 
be ſafeſt. ” theſe poor Churches 


who 
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|-who moſt humbly beſeech you, if it 
be impoſſible to. procure a Revocati- 
1 ow of the Ortler that hath been pub- 
| iſhed, or 20. obtain” any*equitable 
4] Moderation of its Rigaur, that you 
1 will then have the Charity to think 
, of ſome other Expedients, which you 
| "ur judge more proper for our pre- 
ſervation'; \when you have taken no- 
j tice of the dificulties ' which in the 
| Memozrs we-:have repreſented to 
you, we leave our ſelves wholly to 
your prudent Condutt. 'This, my 
| Lords, is #he!Opinion of ithe Churche 
es in general, 'who \will mever ceaſe 
to ſend up Prayers to the Divine. 
Majeſty, for the proſperity of your 
Excellencies Sacred Perſons, and the 


fol ;- 

2 bappy- ſucceſs of your: Embaſſy, which 
Of your moſt Humble, moſt Obedient, and 

4 _ moft obliged Servants, the Paſtors and 

| Deputies of the Proteſtant Churches in 

ſo ': Piedmont. ; 


_ " Siderac Baſtie, Moderator. 
| - David Legor, Adjuni. 
ho | Jean 


_— 
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Jean Jahier, Miniſter. 
G..Mancloti, Miniſter. 
P. Leydet, Minifter. 

. P. Rhier, Miniſter: 
Girand, Miniſter. 
Bertram, Miniſter. 

Jean Manclot. 
Jean Chavie, Secret. 

' Jean Laurens, Miniſter. | 
Jaques Peyrot. all - 
Jean Baptiſt Roberto. Fe 

*. Eſtienne Gnatier. 
Paul Beux _ | 

Jean Pierre Guantan. FP 

Daniel Alberon. | 


_ Frqm Angrogn 
March 25, 1686. 


—_ _ 


In their Memoir, in the firſt 
place, they obeſrv'd, That none 
but the rich Families could go out] 
of the Country; and that others, 
how willing ſoever they might] 
-be to depart, that they. were :not 
able to do it,by reaſon-of their Po- 
verty ; and if they ſtay'd in the 

f Country, 
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| Country, they would certainly be 
- forced to change their Religion. 

. Secondly, Tt CONE: 
when the "chiefeſt FamMfics: were 
- gone out of the Country, the reſt 


| might be ſtopt upon one- pretence 
or other, notwithſtanding they 
have been promiſed Libertyto do 


' what. they pleaſed ; That if their 
i] Patents, grant them” by the in-- 


 terpoſition'of many Soveraign Prin- 
cc were" revoked, there would 
| be no ſcruple made*of "breaking 
the Promiſe paſt to the Embaſla- . 


ors. | : | 
. Thirdly, That the. fale of their 
Goods might be ſecretly oppoſed, 
by forbidding the Roman-Catho- . 
licks to buy them; or at leaſt, they 
ſhould be able'to;-{ell only their 
| Lands which they had in: the 
 Champain Country, and not thoſe 
which were in the. Mountains and 
batren places. | 2. 
Int the fourth place, They pray 'd 
the Embaiſſidors, to. defire, that | 


| - * thoſe Debts. bo be paid what | s 
were legally" due” to -them, and 
which they could not get in be-] 

— ForetheirMparcure ; that his R.2L,}- 
would likewiſe be* 'pleas'd, to ob 

. tain from the King of France, li- 
 berty-to ſell the Eſtates which 
theyhad-in the Vallies of Perouſe,| | 

and; tolook after the payment ok = 
What: was due toithem from thef - 
Jahabitants of that Country... '* 1 

« iFifthlx," Fhey did humbly prays 

that: ſufficient time/might be giveal 

them for ſeYing their Goods, aj d i 

ro:find-out a place of retreat; and} 

that in the-mean- while, the Exe} 
cution of the Edit might ceaſe} 
and-their Miniſters continue their | 

I Exerciſes as formerly. 

bY --Lefh, They ploposd” to. the 1 

x Embaſſadors, the difficulty © 

fading Waggons*to' carry vi 

 Migir Families, and: their Baggage, 

_"#hE es no lefs than 5008 | 
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=. Cord Lids 
$25 mnt with: he Ler- 
fer a from, the: Inhabitatits- of 
ies ; they made Viſit'ts 
ueſs.St. "Thaw and ha- 
: they hop'd 
: Faudgi -to feave 

b, " Country, 

"manner; they defir a him to 
uh bis. R, H, whether .he ould = 

x-\Subjefs t0:. 


les which might ſtand 3 in theie 


"Bo 


hile they. were waiting forts. 


y: "lpllicited the Miniſte 
, fo perſuade his Highneſs "th, 
þ that- which they NOW. hea Tr * © Yo 
their endeavours had: notthar 
:\ + Ez 
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ſucceſs * expetted; for his R. H. 


 commanded:Count Marſenas to tell 
them, heevas:inform'd by his Mi- 


niſters, that they were very -ſolli- 


citous to obtain free leave for his 
Subjets. to go. out” of the Vallies, 
and to. adjuſt with ſome of. his 
Miniſters, terms for their »depar-' 
ture,-but he had commanded them 
to. declare, that this-people had' 
beep fo, audacious, 'as to take up 


Aras againſt him, .even.in a time” 
hen. be.had no Troops near their. 
Country, that. they had commin-J 
ted. a; thouſand ;. inſolencies,, and | 


braved him with. ſuch-boldnefs, as 
deſerved ſevere puniſhment: They 


therefore were unwarthy- of that: 
favour, the Embaſſadors deſired [| 


for. them ; and ſo much the more 
unworthy, becauſe; before. their, 
arrival at Court, theſe. people. had” 


-. >: with great . ſubmiſſion, preſented; 


- feveral Petitions, to obtain ſome" 
moderation in the Execution of. 
"the EF but now.pretended with: 
Swords] 


[| dd an 
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| Swords in their hands to force 
kim-.to- revoke it ;; nevertheleſs: 
he. aſſar'd: the Embaſſadors, that 
if-theſe Rebels would few their 
entance- for ' what. had paſt,- 
and ſubmit themſelves with thar 
| reſpet which was due to him, 
'| he. was inclin'd to be merciful to- 
| them; and to let them fee .how 
much: he regarded the Cantons 
mediation; The Embaſladors ſur: 
4 priſed with this new Propoſition, 
4 told Count Marſenas, that they- 
4. did not ſee how his; ft. #7 could + 
| require from: his Subjects ucl/a* 
1 ſvbmiffion'; for ſhould his Peo- 
 plefown that they had eek un-- 
dutifu}ro their Pri 


| ince;they/would- 
| render themſelves Builty by their« 
Own: conſe ane therefore: 
ep ovghs not to, be. obliged to 
Seeſiration of this na- 


bs y 
4 26 


E 3 never ay WY 
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| _ never BRkes themſelves with a 


— 
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crime; of which they knew them- | 
ſelves innocent, and give juſt 
occaſion to | have their Goods 
confiſcated, that they would have 
juſt reaſon to ſuſpet any; man 
that ſhould propoſe ſuch. a thing 
ro: them, and that from: ſuch- an 
Overture, nothing: could be_:exs' 
pected bur prolonging their'Nego-: 
riation, andrendring'it ineffectual. | 
But wheft Count Marſenas told 
them ,. his R. #. was: poſitively 
refglved, chat: the \# audois 'Sub- 
rE\fior Goult precede. the favour 
| he "atended ro” thew them, the | 


- 20't ſe Marqueſs St. Thee | 
mas, deſjring him to ſoften a lit» | 
tle his R. 72 Whew they came to | 
the Marqueſs they p rayed him 
repreſent to his Higlneſs, that in. 
obliging his SubjeQs\ to confeſs 
"they were: guilty of Rebellion * 
he required that of them, to 
, which x Hi could never yield. 
| THe : 


s 4 , > . 


| That ſuch a Declaration would 
cover them with eternal ſhame, 
and that they could not-in conſci-- | 
ence confeſs crimes, of which they 
were not guilty. - That now it ap-: * 
pear'd his R./ZZ.made little account 
_ of the mediationand interceſſion of 
their Soveraign Lords,in reſolving 
that the favours-which they deſt- 
red, {ſhould depend upon a condi- 
tion, to which his SubjeQs could. 
never ſubmit. 4-1 
Tae Marqueſs St. Thowas gave 
them the ſame anſwer they had 
from Count Marſenas, which was; 
'That, the Prince was inflexible in: _ 
_ this point, that it was. impollible- 
. . to alter his mind' by any Rea- _ 
' ſons that. could be urged, and: 
| that it would be in vain, to.try 
t make him change his reſolution. 
©». This Anſwer from the Marqueſs, 
. very. much troubled-the Embaſſa-- 
"dots, who begun to fear, that 
ſome ſnares were laying for the- 
Poor Paudois, and that there was 
| a £4 ade- 
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a, deſign to condemn them, by the 
Confeſſion they themfelves ſhould 
make of their Rebellion': Never- | 
chelefs, they reſolv'd this difficulty 
thould not make them break off |. 
the Treaty they had begun ; they | 
conſider'd, that his Highneſs might Þ 
telrhe World, his Subjects had re- | 
 fusd to accept the Favours he had 
offered them ; beſides,they thought 
the ill ſucceſs of this Negotiation, 
might be imputed rothern ; but the | 
Reaſon which moſt prevaild with 
them, was, that they plainly ſaw, 
it would be more for the advan- | 
tage of the Yaudots, to ſubmit to | 
* the Will of their Soveraign, than | 
to. expoſe themſelves - to all the þ. 
miſchicfs their Diſobedience might: 
bring wpon them. Fx 

They. therefore determin'd to) 
canſent to the accommodation pro-. 
pounded to them, as a leſs Evil: 
than to ſce the Yally Churches] . 
brovght to. Defolation: and the: 
rather, tecauſe the Marqueſs 
| ate Thomas: 


SW W 


non 
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St. Thomas aſſur'd them, that his 
KH. to teſtifie theefteem hethad- 


Ne them, would-at their intercel(- 
ſion grant all that” could” be rea- 


| fonably defired, without wounding 
| his reputation, ' - Y 


Bur before” the. Embaſſadots : 
Was propoſe to the Yaudoir, 
that which their Prince required, . 

them, the Embaſſadors defired” 


not only tobe inform'd, of what . 


nature the ſubmiſſion was to be, 
which was expetted from them ;. 
bt tallo to regulate” and. agree 


with” his” R. #7. Miniſters, in 


what” form and term: it ſhould 
bedrawn up. 


"Several: Projects of ih Peti-- 


tion! to' be preſented to. Ins RH. 


by" the Yauddis, © were by each 


party propoſed ; 'bur at-laft it was 
apreed,. it ſiould contain a; moſt. 


Humble ſupplication,,  beſeeching 
the Prince to pardon thoſe offen- | 


ces which they might have com- 
mitted; _ if they had not paid 
| © that: 


( 8 } 
that refget which. was due to 
him, yet_.they ;had, never faild 
in.the Allegiance they, had ſworn] 
ro bis Highneſs. . - | 
_ »:After_ which the Embaſſadors 
having got-a ſafe condud for five 
or fix of the. Inhabitants of: theſ 
Vallies, they ſent it away to then 
by the Secretary of the Emballge, 
with a Lettgr whereof you have] b- 
here a Copy. | 


Ss, 25d 
A C cording, 7 your TD fg fans 
; fied to us, in your Letter off © 
he 28th of the Month of March, 
and the Memoir thereto annexed: 
We hage requeſted his. Royal Highs 3 
-w2fs, that Fo would . be pleas d to 

grant you leave to Sh out ;of | * 
his Dominions, and to diſpoſe of alll_ 
your Goods ; that he would likewiſe 
be pleas'd ta appoint Commiſſioners, 
who with us, might regulate the 
manner of your departure: Here: 
-porr his Royal Highneſs hath by one 
_ 


F ik TY 


ad 
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of" bis Miniſters ſignified to us, That- 
he being your Soueraign, he could 

- not without a breach of his £1o- 
nour. and Authority, enter info any 
Treaty with you; but will have you © 

 depute five or fix Perſons, with full 
"Power to make the ſubmiſſion which 
is due to him; and to petitim for 
the favour you deſire ſhould te 

| . granted. to. you ;. and then bis FTigh- 

"neſs will teſtifie, what eſteem he- 
hath for our Lords. We did in-- 
' deed expett' a. more favourable an-- 
_ ſwer_ than this : but however, to 
"Zake away. all -pretences from his 

? R..H. of reſolving to do that which 

| May be fatal to you, we think you 

| * will do well, to ſend Deputies as 
| _/oon- as: poſſible, promiſing that we- 

1 2/2. afiſt them with our beſt. coun-- 
fel, in delivering their Petition and 
"Supplication. © Onur. Secretary: who 
tho will deliver this to you, with 
_ the ſafe condugFwhich we ſend, will 

te you: more at "large, the parti. 

celars.of our Negotiation, . and how 


4, - - 
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You. 


- The Secretary of the Embatite, 
having delivered this Letter to 
te Deputies of the Vallies, - whom. 
he cauſed to aſſemble; and has 
ving given them an exatt account. 
of the Embaſlidors Negotiation 


the Caurt ſtands * Frfled coat 1 


i 
- 
% 


with his Royal Highneſs, and 


what cffe& it had produced; en-} 


tered "into along diſcourle -ro 


exhort them + te ſubmit to their} 
Prince's will, and prayed that he | 


might be- ſpeedily diſpatched, af- 
ſuring-them, that upoa the Am- 
baſladors*account, they would 
obtain much mare favour than; 
they imagined. 


Thoſe-otnhe 'Allembly. whodl 


had moſt fence and: reaſan, eſpe-- 
cially the Miniſters, did all they 
could. to perſwade. the reſt . to: 
ſubmit to the Law: 1mpos'd upon 
them ; ſince inthe extremity! 
whereto they were reduced, they 
mult. 
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| muſt-either periſh with their mi- 

- ſerable Families, or accept that 
which was offer'd. | 

|  But-all the reaſons which could | 

be urged, wage not able 'to pre-- 

| vail with them; ſo that after ha- 

| ving debated the"queſtion almoſt 

| a whole day, they. ſeparated 
without being. able to agree in. 

- one opinion. 

1] -_ Thoſeof the Valley of St, Mars 

| tin, of | Perouſe, of "St." Bartholss 
wei, of Paraſtin, of Rocheplatte,, 

of Vitard of -Roras,. and one; : 4 
of. de- la Tour, were: willing to. 

' make the ſubmiſſions required-of. 
theta, and having deputed for that 

| purpoſe, ſix Perſons who had. or- 
der to go to the Court of Turin; 

| they pave" them -Procurations: in 

| tut form, whereby they - promi- 

| fed to do all that they thought fitin. 

| the Negotiation which they had. 

| undertaken, for the Intereſt - of 

the Valley Churches: But thoſe 

of 64h of St. John, and part af 

thole- 


- ( 86 ) | 
hoſe of 4ng) grogne,. flattering them-| 

Flves with Vin hope of imagin 
' *Succours,.. refolved with Sword 
in their barks to defend the exer-|.. 
| - " Reli on, and ſerif 


the Ambaſſadors, their Deputy} 
nd Pyar who delivered 
to: them the following Letter. 


Moſt High, Mighty, 's and $04, 
 veraign Lords. 


LK 


K 2 TY Orfucnt to the Letter which 
'Þ © your” Excellencies have beewt 
2 Jeafed to write to the Vallies ſont 4 
+ "Hays ago, our Charches of SE) ohng . 
 Angrogne, and Boby, throw 
" themſelves. at your feet, to afſurt 
you of their moſt. humble” reſp petts,| 
and of the due ſence they F off. - 
© al thoſe favours, which your” Ex: 
cellencies. endeavour to obtain and 
procure *for them, from his. Royal 
Highneſs our Soveraign, for "the 
COntIHKance of the exerciſe off our 
Re/igiolt 


iv; 
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ligion in theſe places. and. as 
or the propoſition now in Jueſtion, 
x reing, - OHV. People cannot . agree in 
"the Fad opinion - with other 
" Churches : We tannet. fend to your. 
"Exc ele ncies the. conſent | we defire, 
und. os havwe- charged” the 
S$:eur. Daniel Bianchis Syndich of 
the Community. of ' $1. John, to rel 
you by word of moicth our choughts, 
| and* moſt. humbly - to" beſerch | you, 
" that you" will be. pleaſed: fo. conti». 
/nue to us, the effetts of your Ex 
Fraordinar 7 and Paternal Charity, © 
7 eczally by your powerful Tnterceſ- 
ſions with his Royal EHlighneſs, for- 
The above-mention d Exerciſe of our-. 
| "Rel: 70, earneſtly praying that- the 
| Lord. will Bleſs your. Negotiation, 
| and bountifully reward all yo ur 
| care, pains, and travels, which 
1 Excellencies, have. had the g as. 2: 
to take for our - poor: Flacks, in: 
whoſe names, with all imaginable 
__— and due Jukmiſh Jon, we are 


proud” 
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proud to bear the Ty "2 you | 
E xcellencies | 


Moſt ihiebte; wi Obrdient! 
. and moſt Obliged Servants, 


Eh Depugtes 4 the COgre0l 


g BET Putiſc Deputies f the 
| Fr IEP Church © of Sr 
7 ul ha. 


= wn to © CG a, REG es ix 


LO 


&. Jean, Putta for Angrogne 
Of the. 


Marque de Daniet, | 
Negrin N. Sindic, - _ (Church 
Francis Dane,Counſelfor,Cof Bg-\ 
ce yrs Depny, by.” Y 


The Siear + te la Balkic Miniſter ; 
of St. John, troubled at the 'divi- 
ſion of theſe unfortunate Churches, | 
wrote to the Embaſſadors in the. 
tollowing Terms. 
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| My Lords, 
't Þ Take the liberty to preſent my 
moſt humble duty to your Ex- 
| cellengies, by the Deputies who are 
} ring to Turin, 70 make the ſubmiſ- -. 
J fon to his Royal Highneſs, and-to 
| preſent. to him the Petition which 
your Excellencies have thought fit. 
T am with my Collegaes in. very 
great- conſternation and affliction, 
to ſee our People. ſo much divided 
about our leaving the Country, fear- 
ing that this will prejudice your Ex- 
cellencies Negotiation with his Roy- 
al Highneſs in our favour, and 
render your pains unſucceſsſul: We 
have not fail d to do all we could 
to make them underſtand, that in 
this preſent junilure of time, it 
was the ſafeſt conrſe could be taken; 
but we have not been happy enough - 
to fuceeed .and ſatisfie all; if we 
did not know your Excellencies un- 
parralleF'd Charity, we ſhould have 
cauſe to. fear this indiſcreet condutt, 
might leſſen your Friendſhip and 
| | Zeal" 


(90). 


+Zeal for -our- good, We moſt humil 


bly beſeech your Exceltencies to ſhey 
in this occafion, ſo much goodneſi 


and. c lemency, as not to-ſlacken thi 


indefatigable pains you take, and | 
Per ray wa your Exceliencies Par. 
don for the Liberty I take, an 
with all reverence,reſpet,and ſnbmi|. 
fron, © aſſure your Lordſhips, that | 
am, your Excelencies 


Moſt Humble, mT Obedient, 


and moſt Obliged Servant, 
_ ' Sydrac Baſtie, Miniſter at 
Angrogne. 


April:the ath. 1686. 


\Ehis diverſity of Opinions mite]. 


_ the Embaſſadors' fear, that the 
+ Enemies of their Religion raking 


_ advantage of the Yardois Diviſiong - 
would 'prevail with his Highneſs 
to geſtroy the innocent with the 


guilty, and to. fuffer none at al 


t 
- Wt 2 By 
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They. therefore ſent back to 
the Yallies, the Deputy of Body, . 
;f with. a LetteF which they wrote 
;0.to. thoſe that reſolved to take 
# Arms, conjuring him to uſe all his 
| Power, to make them agree in 
opinion with the © other Church» 
1 &s. The Letter was penn'd 1n this 
| Manner. - 


- Sirs, --; © 

T is true, that a Man's own Coun 
2K try hath wery great Charms, and 
of tbe greateſs part of Mankind have 

a\matural defire to live and dye in _ 
| #, but yet the Children of God, 
| ought not to ſet their Hearts upon 
4 *t, ſeeing they. are ſtrangers upon. 
of Earth, Fleaven being their proper 
Copntry ; ſo that-you'will beiguilty: 
ll f diftruſting Divine: Providence, if - 
of Jou fear you' ſhall not-be able to find 
oj another Country, where you may con» 
 Veniently live and adore your Zea 
i verily Father. In what part of the 
6-14 | ; S 0" - 
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to think himſelf happy, if he ther 
have liberty to ſerve, God according 
ts the Diftates of his own Conſes 

- ence. Tou ought to follow the Exams 
ple of the Patriarchs, who dren| 
down God's -Bleſſing on themſelves, 
by relying: on his Promiſes, and h) 
abandoning their. Houſes and Land, 
when he commanded them .to ou 
and dwell in a ſtrange Country. The 
like Confidence cannot but be accep- 
table to God, and it is withow| 
doubt, more conformable to the mini 
of the Goſpel; to forſake a Man) 
Country, thanto take Arms. againſhl 
his S-ueraign. Chriſtians are called. 
ro ſuffer, and not to reſiſt, and wilt 
do not. find that the Apoſtles or thel- 
Primitive Church,' made uſe of ami 
tience, againſt their Perſecutars, 
Theſe are the Confiderations which 
obliged our Soveraign Lords thi. 
Evangelick Cantons to give us of 

der; to procure from. bis. Royal 

Highneſs, your lawful Eeinch,, fret 

Ras '* 4deau 
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| Jeqve "0 you" to depart, with 
of anifion to diſpoſe of your Goods, in 
I] Taſe he will not any longer a fer 

IK; "Bxtrciſe of your Religzon : Arid 
' tho you look on this retreat as an 
\- tarp Miſchief, yet our Sove- 
gn Lords confider it 'as a favour, 
oy they reflett on the ſad Condi- 

Nag "hereto you are reduced; they 
alſo think "it will be wery diff 
cult "to obtain it from bis” Royal 
 Rvbneſs © if he grant” it at their 
taterceſſon :* Tou ought" not only ts 
accept i - with ſabmiſſon, but alſs 
| 70 be very thankful" for it, After 
G Pt; -you cuwnor doxbr but that we 
1 Pave been wery much ſurpriſed to 
4 r,v\that you have refolved not 
 take- this Courſe, but intend to 

| rh Two: mighty Potentates ; who . 
have bhlig'd themſelves to extirpate 
you, \in caſe you do not ſubmit to 
g their-will s 4nd herein you 'do not 
j only aft againt-your Duty, a gainſt 
Chriſtian Prudence, 'and af 

Jour; own Tntereſt ; but © you give. us 


Juſt 


| -. perſons of the"belt qualicy, wall * 
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Juft cauſe to complain of you, [ce + 
that after having engaged us ju i © 
Negotiation with your Prince, you ® 
will not ſo much as floop to lab 
hold on thoſe advantages we areh® 
able to procure for. you. Oper youll 4 
Eyes then, and fee the miſchief ini * 
which you are running headk "a | kf 
and the fatal conſequences of you L 
reſolution, which muſt naeceſarih|- } 
. Taine your Churches, . and deſtraij © 
yout* Pamilies 3. know that mhillh © 
&, offered you, 3s ſo” much for you 5; 
atlvantage, conſidering. the preſeal *; 
State "of your "affairs, that manf f 


hques embraced it as a great big ® 
ling, in the late Perſecations lll © 
France, yea .would have been 2/2 f by 
with al their Hearts, if thi 
might have ben ſuffered to ful / 
their Country Stark-naked, If you : 
will confider . af theſe things, ut F 
hope their Example, whoſe Reſolutis : ; 
ons are more reaſonable, will mou F 
you, and perſwade you to be of thei 

| hn OS 0Þ1mn; 
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| opinzon ; if you refuſe to follow theer 

| Example, and perfft in vour obſti 
| aacy, you will be guilty before God, 
-wot only of throwing away your lzves, 
which you might have ſaved, and 


D 4 — 


| of expoſing your Wives: and Chit- 
i dren to butchery, but aiſo of having 
Þ cauſed the ruine of the reſt of the 
Valley Churches, which you might 
| have removed into another Country. 
I Platter: not your ſelves with be- 
| Lewin you (hall be. able to efcape. 
x theſe Miſchiefs,by the ſuccours which 
4 ſome have told you you ſhall recerve, 
' for_we aſſure you that they who 
if entert ain you with ſuch vain ima» 
on Ernations, abuſe you; there is not 
ij any place that. will or can afſift you, 
al J% will be forſaken by all people, 
| even by one part of the Inbabitants 
; of your Country, ſo that you. will 
4 Joon be deftroyed either by Famine 
4, the Swhrd ; they that eſcape the 
; fury of their Enemies, muſt exped 
| to dye ata Stake, 'on the Wheel, 
or_the_Gaflows » We therefore con- 
8 Jure 


 — ſpire you with prudent reſolutions, 


( 96 ) 
jure you, to let ſuch confideration; 
as theſe prevail with you, ani a-| 
gree with thoſe Communities, that 
have reſolved to defire their Prince's 
deave to-retire out of his Domini 
ous; believing that Gods Providence 
will lead you into ſome place, where 
you may find perhaps a better and 
more advantageous ſettlement, than 
" that which you leav:, and where 
the poor will meet with charitable 
Perfons who will provide for their| 
neceſſities. Hoping that God will im 


_- 


and. that you will give to your De& 
 puttes, ſuch Procurations as other 
Communities have given theirs j 
we recommend you to his Mercy,| 
ani to bis divine Protection, remain-| { 
ing, Sirs,” Tour very affettionate zo t| 


my H Ne my 


ſerve, GC, t 
Turin; 4prz/ 5th. | ri 
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+ While the Embaſſadors werel k 
expcaing the return of this De- 
AW. pug 
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” = 
;] puty, they thought it neceſſary 
-| to let the Marqueſs St. Zhomas 
| know in what diſpoſition "the. 
| Yaudois were, and prevent thoſe 
-| Evils which their Diviſion mighe 
| draw upon them from His Royal 
1. Highneſs, and the Enemies which 
| they had in his Council, They 
therefore went to give -this 'Mi- 
niſter a Viſit, and told him, the 
'| Deputies were come, that five-of 
4 them were ready in the name of 
4 their Communities to make their 
| ſubmiſſion, which His Royal High- 
| neſs required of them : But others 
j who did not know what they 
| were to'expet from His High- 
| neſſes Clemency, were not yet re- 
| folved to Sign the Submiſſion. In 
| the mean time a Letter was writ- 
| ten to them, to adviſe them: to 
| follow their Example, who had 
reſolved to ſubmit, and: that their 
Reſolution would be very” ſpedily. 
known, . 

After this, they pray'd the 
'F . Marqueſs 
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Marqueſs to intercede - with - His 
Royal Highneſs: to favour thoſe 
Þaor People, and beſeech him. tg 
nave ſome pity on them ; That 
His Highneſs ſeeing they were 


prepoſlcts with diſtruſt, would fo] 


declare his Intentions, as to 
Put; them out of pain, and that 
the ſubmiſſion might be made by 
common conſent, to the ſatisfaQion 
both. of Prince, - and People. 
*-, The Marqueſs St. Thomas told 
the' Embaſſadors, that the obſtj: 


nacy of the. Yaudois did very 
much ſurprize him; nevertheleſs} 


" he promisd to do for them all 
the :good Offices he could witl 
Hs Royal Highneſs, that ſo their 
delaying to give His Highneſs the 


ſatisfaRtion He. expected, - might} 


' Not+be prejudicial; to-them, and 
that, His: Highneſs might not fob 


10W the Counſel of other Perſons; 


Who-prefsd him to-uſe ſeverity.” 
The Court was very impatient 


0: ſee. an end-of this :Afﬀair, theſ 
EE y 17 Embaſliadors 


ea was. » La w—_ tous aw «« \ DJ. _ 
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Embaifadors: wrote.a Letter to tlic 
Marqueſs St. Thomas, to let-him 
know they had prepared the V au- 


deis Petition, and that it ſhould 
| be ready to be preſented, when 
it was Signed by all the Deputies; 
-but_ one . of them being. abſeor, 


they pray.d nothing might be 
done 'rill his return. 

The next day after this Letter 
was deliver'd to the Marqueſs St. 
Thomas, the. Embaſſadors- waited 
on. him, to learn what effect it 


' had, wrought, when he preſt very 
- much rhat the five Deputies who - 


were then at Zurin, ſhould Sign 
the Petition, whereof he liked the 
form: The Embaſladors:told hin, 
that the Subſcription cquld/ not 


| be, made -by. the Deputies who 


were preſent, in his abſence who 
was ſent to the Yaljes; for their 

latereſts. being joint,./ they could 
not ſeparate one from-2nother; and 
that it had been agreed, the Pe- 


| Ag ſhould be Sign'd at one and 


F'z the 
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the ſame time by all the De-| 


puties. ; = oh 
- But the Marqueſs St. '7homar 
having ſecret Orders to haſten the 


Subſcription of the Deputies who] 


were at- Court, was not ſatisfied 
with the Reaſons given for re- 


faling what he: demanded; and| 


the next day he fent one of his 
People to the Ambaſladors, to de- 
ſire they would diſpoſe the De- 
puties to give him che fatisfaCtion 


he defired ; but the Embaſſadors} 


wrote a few Lines to the Marqueſs, 
wherein they ſaid it was not jult 


to divide thoſe in the Subſcription, | 


who were engaged in the fame 
Cauſe; and that if ſome Signed 
the Petition without the others, 
ſuch a Proceeding muſt needs have 
xl Conſequences, -and therefore 
intreated the Marqueſs to ſtay but 
one day- more for the ſixth De- 
Highneſs to grant them the ſhort 
ſtay they deſired,” WS: 
| S Sa e 


puty; and prevail with his Royal| 
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The Marqueſs having received . 
' this Note, told the Secretary of 
the Embaſſy who brought it, that 

his Royal Highneſs was extreamly 

| difpleasd with theſe delays, apd 
lhewiſe faid he very much feard 
his ' Highneſs would take ſuch a 

| Reſolution, as would carry things 
to. fatal extremities ; the Deputies 
muſt-rherefore Sign cheir Petition 
immediately,. and bring it to him; - 
that he might preſent it to his 
" Royal Highneſs. 

The: Deputies fearing to irritate 
ſo: powerful a Miniſter, «if. they 
refus'd to appear .before- him, -re- 
ſolved to go to his Houſe ; but all 
the. Arguments the Marqueſs usd; 
could not. perſwade them to Sign - 
the. Petition, tho” he aſſur'd. then 
It. ſhould be no prejudice-to-thoſe 
of. Boby :. But they ſtood firm to- 
their firſt Reſolution; their excuſe 
' was, that they were oblig'd to 
ſtay for the Deputy who was gone 
to the Yalzes,, That the ſucceſs. 
F 3 of 
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of his Negotiation was uncertain, 
That he was to return ſpeedily, 
and-that Signing ſeparately, might 


involve them in a great deal of | 


danger. 


The Reſolution of theſe De-| 


puties at-7yrin, and that of the 


Paudois who intended to takeſ 


Arms, very much diſquieted his 
Royal Highneſs ; and that which 


more diſpleas'd him, was the news 
' brought him, that they had Killd 
. two French Meu, who belongd 
to the Cittadel of Prgnerol, 
+ Fhe Embaſſador of France who 
was extreamly impatient, becauſe 


his - Royal Highnefs delay'd the | 


execution of his Edit,” fail'd not 
_ . tO take advantage of this accident, 
and by it to difpoſe his Highneſs 
fo' take vengeance on his Subjects, 
who had committed this Crime 
m contempt of his Authority, and 
to deal with theſe People like 
Rebels. While the Enemies of the 
Vaudeis were contriving their 


Do ooo ed arbs  A  OY 
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deftruion; the Deputies at Turin 


were ina ſad Condition; and not 
knowing what to refolve,' they. 


| took Counſel of the Embaſſadors, 
'| to know what courſe they ſhould 
takein this their preſent extremj- 


ties: the Embaſſadors hoping that 


 theDeputy who was gone to Boy, 


would ſpeedily return, -and that 
he might bring back News which 
might appeaſe his Royal Highneſs, 
thought it beſt to ſtay for his 


coming, before they took any 


patticular |Reſolution. 
But the Deputy ſtaying a long 


|} time, and his Royal Highneſs being 


continually follicited by - the 
French Embaſſador, to put an end 
to this Afﬀair,otherwiſe the Troops 


Which-were in his Country would 
put um to exceſſive Charge ; his 


Highneſs, being likewiſe inform'd, 
that the Embaſſadors had diſpatch'd 
a Courrier into Switzerland, who 
might .bring them new Orders, 
relplved, for theſe Reaſons, to put 
n F4& i 
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an end to the buſineſs, and not| 


withſtanding all the earneſt and 


preſſing Reaſons, which the Em:| 


| baſſadors urged in favour of the 


Faudois, to incline the Duke toſ 


defer for ſome little time his laſt 
Reſolution, he cauſed the follow. 


ing Edi& to be Publiſhed the gt]. 


Day, of June, , 


NU [vine Providence in ſetting ap 


Soveraigns over the People} 


gave to Princes the Power of dt 
fiributing Rewards and Puniſhments, 


that the hope of Reward might en 


courage” the good to do. their duty, 
and the fear of Paniſhment, might 
deter the wicked from doing evil; 


the our Subjefts of the YVallies of 
Lucerne, who make profeſſion of the 


pretended Reformed Religion, de- 


ſerve to be chaſtiſed by the hand of 


Fengeance, becauſe they have met 
only with great obſtinacy diſobeyd 
Our Edid of the 31th of January, 
eut have harden'd themſelves im 
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their wickedneſs, and are fallen intd 


| wotorious and horrible - Rebellion ;. 


yet_ our natural Clemency ſurfaſſing, 


' their Crimes, We with fatherly for=. 


bearance have a long time in vain 
expefted their Repentance, and tho 
they have hitherto follow'd ill Coun- 


fel, We are ſtill willing to leave” 


them to their own Reſolutions, either 
to chuſe a good or bad Condition : 


| We open to them a door of Grace; 


that they may make advantage of 
it, in the manner following ; where 
with if they do not comply, by their 


ready: obedience, let them thank 
. their own temerity for the Puniſh» 


ment-they have deſerved,  and' ſhall 


| receive. without remiſſion, from Our” 


injur'd Patience. | $0 
Firſt; therefore We confirm Our 


Order of the 31th of January, in 


all things, wherein it is not contrary 
to this; andWe, by Vertaue of this 
preſent Edit; do of our own cer» 
tain Knowledge, full Power, and 
abſolute Am + by the _ 


*(n06) | 
Our Council, Order, and Command 
all Our Subjeits of the Yallies of Lu- 


cerne, profeſſing the pretended Refor-| 


med Religion,to lay down their Arms, 
and retire to their Houſes, withiy 
the time hereafter limited. | 

 . We alſo command them not ty 
bave any Meetings or Aſſemblies in 
any. manner whatever, that accords 
ing to Our intention, the Fudges of 
the places may have free acceſs thi- 
tber,and that the Fathers Miſſionary, 


and other Religions 'may return to| 


the Churches they were forced ta}- 


.. Leave, and that the Catholicks, and 
thoſe that have embraced the Cas 


tholick Religion, may return unto the | 


Houſes which they quitted. 

And ſeeing it is not reaſonable 
that the Miſſionary Religious, the 
Catholicks, and ſuch- as have ems 
braced the Catholick Religion, ſhould 
be at any loſs for. the many damages 


they have. ſuffered from thoſe of the | 


pretended Reformed Religion, We 


-dntend, Will, and Ordain, that 


there | 


——__ _ 
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there be Levied indiſtinily and ge= 


yerally, upon the Goods of thoſe of 
the ' pretended Reformed Religion, 


#all ſuch neceſſary Sums. to indemnify . 


them, as ſhall be ſummarily proved _ 
before the Chevalier Monroux,Chief 


Fuſtice of the Vallies; Declaring 


gevertheleſs, that in caſe thoſe of 
the ſaid Religion, do prove parti- 


_ cular Perſons were the cauſe of thoſe 
damages, then ſatisfation ſhall be 
, required of thoſe particular Per- 


MS. 
And to ſhew Our ſaid Subjefs 
bow great Our Clemency is, towards 


- them, we permit all who reſolve to . 


depart ont of Our Dominions, to do 
it within the term, and upon the 


Conditions hereafter preſcribed. 


But becauſe their evil intentions 


—have been too well known by their 
 þaft Behaviour, and many may hide 


their wicked Deſigns wnder the 


_ Cloak of Obedience, We reſerve to 


Our ſelves Power of making ſuch 
Lays concerning thoſe who. ſhall not 


. J 4 
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voluntarily quit Our Dominions, as 
We think good and moſt expedient, 
to ſecure the peace of thoſe that 
ſtay; which Laws we expedt (hall 


' be obſerved by them for the fu! ? 


FHYE. . 

And for an addition to, Our 
Grace and Favour, we grant, as 
well to thoſe that ſhall depart wo» 
Iuntarily, as to thoſe that ſhall re- 
tire by Our Command, lexve to 
carry with them what Necefſaries, 


Goods and Effetts they Peake; and | 


| zo fell fuch Goods and Effefts as 
they leave behind them, but in the 
manner hereafter expreſt. 

The fame is intended concerning 
Foreigners, and thoſe that are 


eleſcended from them, who are' to 


conform themſelves to the laſt Ar- 
ticle of the above-mentioned Order, 
Dated January the 31th. | 
The Sale of Goods aforeſaid ſhall 
| be made to Catholicks, and to Per- 
"ſons that have embraced the Cas» 
zholick Religion ; but becauſe ſuch 
gf HEWS | buyers. 
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| buyers thay not be found within the 
| term hereafter expreſt, and becauſe 
it is not our Wifl, that the Reli- 
| gioniſts who ſhall depart out of Our 
'| Dominions, ſhould be deprived of 
the benefit of our preſent Conceſſi- 
ons; We grant them power to. ap- 
| point four or fix Perſons, with 
whom they may leave their Procu- 
rations, aud who ſhall with our 
permiſſion ſlay threes Months in Lu- 
| cerne, with free liberty to treat 
' and negotiate with any Perſon for 
the ſelling the Goods of thoſe that 
are gone, who likewiſe , may ſpecifie 
in their Procurations, upon what 
terms they would ( for their greater 
Security) have their Goods ſold, 
and receive their price from their 
Proftors, without Fraud or Im 
bezelment, whereever they. defire 
to have it remitted, whereof the 
Chief Juſtice Monroux. ſhall be 
charged to take. care... 
They that will retire ſhall be ob- ' 
liged to. be ready at. ſuch days and 
et 3 4ON places 
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places as are hereafter ſpecified, and 
| to depart without Fire Arms, by 
ways appointed, either through $4 0 
voy, or the Valley of Aoſte; w} 
this purpoſe they ſhall have Paſs. 
Ports. from us, that they may tt- 
cezve no ill uſage dr. hindrance in 
onr Dominions, bat on the contra« 
ry, that all aid ant afſiſtance may 
be grven to them; and becauſe their 
wimber being great, they .may beſ 
expos'd to inconveniencies in their 
paſſage, and the places thro which 
they paſs overcharged, they ſhall be 
divided into three Brigades or Com-l 
panies, the firſt to be compoi'd off + 
thoſe of the Yalley of Lucerne, who 
are to*be ready at La Tour this 
Month of April : the ſecond Come 
pany compos'd of thoſe of the Valley 
of Angrogne, St. Bartholomew, 
Roche Platte, and are to be ready 
at St. Second, aud part the day 
following, viz. the 22th. of this 
Month; the third and laſt Brigade 
wade' up of thiſe of the Valley of 
| IINLY, | RR St, 
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* Martin and Peroufe are Come 
manded to be. at Miradol, and part 
the 23d of this Month. 


"The term within which our 
'Subje&s of the pretended Refor- 


'| med Religion, Inhabiting the 


*Vallies of Lacerne, are to hay 


' + down their Arms in the manner 
- *expreſt in the firſt Article of the - 


' preſent Order, is eight days af- 


| _ *xer it ſhall be Publiſh'd m Zacerne, 
within which time they are to 


* obey the Contents: of the Order, 


| if they expe to enjoy the fruits 
| *of Our Clemency, and of that 
# *Paternz] affection, wherewith, 


\notwithſtanding the greatneſs of 


| *their Crimes, We regard Our 
Subjects, and We grant to all . 


© Our ſaid Subjets,who punQually 
obſerve all that is above men- 


Ftioned, Grace, Pardon, Remiſ- 
\fion, | Abolition, and. an ample 


Amneſty of all their Tranſgreſ- 
*fions,” Faults, Crimes, and other 
| Offences they may have done or 
an” * committed, 


A: <9, 
*committed, ſince the publication 
© of Our Order of the. 31th of Fa- 
* zuary laſt, as well in general, as 
*;n particular, ſo that they ſhall 
© never be proſecuted for them 
*upon - any pretence whatever. | 
«And we forbid all Judpes, Fif- | 
*cals, and others to whom it may 

© belong, any way to proſecute or 
©moleſt them; but if they fhall 
*render \ themſelves unworthy of 
© Our Grace, by not obſerving all | 
* that We have above commanded, 
* within the term prefixt, it will 
*be of very pernicious Example 
*any longer to. delay the puniſh- 
* ment : they have deſerved, after 
*having thrown away Our favours 
_ © upon them, and ſo long waited 
* for their repentance, We will 
'then make uſe of thoſe means 
which God hath put into. Our. 
*hands;. toi reduce the. -obſtinate 
*to their duty, and puniſh them 
- for their _ intolerable _ inſolence 
lent: to Qur Senate, ©c.. Giver 
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[' *at Turin the 9th of April, 1686. 
*Ratify'd the 1024. 


As ſoon as this Edit was Print- 


ed,the Marqueſs St.7 homas brought 


it to the Embaſiadors, whom he 


would have made believe, that it 


was for their ſake his Royal-High- 


_ neſs had been ſo gracious to his 


Subje&s, and that tho' the French 


Embaſſador was extreamly angry 


fo much favour was ſhew.d to the 
Inhabitants of the Vallies, yet His 
Royal Highneſs intended the Edict 
ſhould be 4ona fide executed. 

The Embaſiadors having read 


the Edit upon the place, in the 


preſence of the Marqueſs, made 


ſome RefleQtions onit, they: in- 
| fiſted chiefly on the ſRortneſs of 


the time given to theſe miſerable 
people to depart out of his High- 
neſſes Dominions, and to diſpoſe 
of their Effets; they likewiſe 
took notice of the ſmall number of 
Profors who were charged to ſell 
the goods of fo great a number of 
Perfons, 


" « 


Perfons; they refleted on the | 


time preſcribed-for ſale, and ſome 
other difficulties they met within 
the execution of the Edi, which 


when they had well conſider'd, 


they intended tolay before his 
Royal Highneſs. 

As ſoon as the Embaſſadors had 
left the Marqueſs, they fent for 
the Deputies of the Vallies who 


were ready to make the ſubmiſſion, | 


and bid them return home, char- 
ging them to inform their, Com- 
munities of all that had paſt, and 
what was contain'd in the Edic, 


and to let them know, that if they 


did not fabmit, it would be im- 
poſſible to procure the rigorous 


execution of the Edit to be 1n any 


particular micigated,' 
While theſe things were doing, 


the fixth- Deputy who had been. 


ſo long expected, came back from 
the Vallies, and told the Embafſ- 
fadors, that the. Communities who 
deſign'd to defend themfelyes, per- 
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ſiſted | 
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Gted in that refolution, and that 


| oll the arguments which had been 


us'd\ to incline them to bet- 
ter thoughts, wrovght no change 


in their minds, as appear'd by the 


Letters written from the Vallies, 
which were to the following 


clfect. 
" My Lords, 


TFT Reſently after the arrival of 


'L of our Deputy, wedid not 
Fre #77: OR. OED 

fail to give' Copies - of the Letter 
which your Excellencies were 
Pleaſed to write to our Churches, 
they - have been every | where 
read, immediately after Sermon ; 
nothing can be written more 


true, more moving, or more cott- 


folatory ; ' and your Excellencies 
'may be perfetly affur'd, that 
there is not a perſon who doth 
'not ſee and acknowledge the Ef- 
te&s of your Chriſtian Charity 
"cowards our Churches ; however, 
'it 
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it hath been hitherto impoſſible to 
'perſwade | the greateſt part of the 
"People to go out of this Coun. 
trey ; ſome out of an apprehen- 
ſion, that it will be the loſs of 
'many who ſtay; ſome out of a 
| Principle of Conſcience; and 0» 
'thers for- divers Conſiderations, 
'which our Deputy wall tell your 
'Excellencies by word of mouth, 
'We are at our wits end about 


CY 


it, and ſearce dare to appear be« | 


fore your- Excellencies after fo 
"much irreſolution.; - our People 
are the more obſtinate in. their | 
'opinion, ſince they have heard 
"that ſeveral other.Churches, or at 
aſt a good part of them, never 
underſtood. that any ſuch thing 
as going out of the Country was 
in. queſtion, when they gave 
heir Mandate and Procuration to 
their Deputies ; or if they have 
heard of it,. they are return'd to 
heir. -firſt Reſolution ; which 
'makes us juſtly. fear, that when 
*your 
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'your Excellencies ſhall be further 
: | *engaged for theſe People, they 
| will hereafter repent their refu- 
(ing to depart, which we like- 
| *wiſe thought the Sunday morning, 
| *when we told your Excellencies 
'that we- defjr'd to have the opi- 
'nion of our People upon 'this 
»oint ; foreſeeing at firſt that it 
| *would be very difficult to make 
them conſent to it; the greateſt - 
."*part of them are reſolved to be 
their Fathers own Children, and. 
'hope the Lord will be their De- 
| {iverer, and ferve himſelf of the 
'weak, to confound the ſtrong,and 
_ 'that Heaven by ſome means or 
other will prevent the' deſigns 
'which are laid againſt them. We 
'doubt not but this will very much 
trouble your Excellencies, and we 
are ſorry for it with all out Souls; 
nevertheleſs, we with all poſlible 
humility, conjure your Excellen- - 
cies not to wax cold towards our 
'Churches, nor to deprive-us of 

T your 
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| your powerful aſſiſtance and ſup- 
*port, which under God, hath hi. 
*cherto made us ſubſiſt; for Gods 


'ake have ſtill pity upon us, which | 
- "way ſoever things go; we pour| 


'out.. our. Souls before God, ear- 
neſtly beſeeching him, that he 
*will be pleaſed to diſpoſe all things 
- *to the glory of iis Name, and fof 
the preſervation of our People ; 
and that his Divine Providence 
"will wake: your Excellencies [n- 
Rrumental to procure ſome few 
days longer for us, once more to 
; try the Peoples minds, and if it 
be. pallible to know their final 
reſolution by majority, of voices; 
that ſo we may.not be blamed by 


*cither {ide ; the Lord will abun- | 
'dantly, reward all your Excellen- | 


'Cles wal and we are with all 


'reſ] S 
Apo Your Lordſhips 


SiG 


.  /Obliged Servants, the, De- 


 'puties of Boby, St. Fohn, and | 


*Angrogne, we” : 


NO UVBodrhg . and Moſt | 
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a 


ew Apbitto, — St 
| Daniel Graſs, dDepati of Boby. 
| | Elienue Danno, 


Michael Pariſa, [ Deputies of St. 


Jean: Muſchom, John. 

OE Duffa, EY 

- Pierre Duffa, ( Deputies of An- 
.. and | gr ogne. 


Angrogne, the 
oth of April, #636, . 


. Moſt High, Mighty, and 6. 


'Veraigy Lords, 


E, with all humility, caſt 
our ſelves at your Ex- 
"cellencies feet, to. teſtity how: ex- 
\freamly ſorry we-are toi ſee that 
t 'A great part of :our People” have 
"not ſenſe enough to conſider with 
"Chriſtian prudence the ' favour 
_ *which your Excellencies endea- 

Roles. "your 
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”vour to obtain for us, by proch. | 
"ring free leave for our going out | 
"of this Countrey with body. and | 


"goods, and will not with holy 


"Joy embrace it, as a Preſent from | 
”PHeaven, and a Favour for which. | 
"they will- another. time ſigh in] 
”vain ;this makes our hearts bleed, } 


-a1nd the more, - becauſe the Letter 


"which your Excellencies were | 
pleaſed to write to them, ſhould |- 
"Immediately have obliged to. a| 
"reſolution, in a buſineſs of this Þ 
"nature; we preſume neverthe- ] 
"leſs, moſt humbly to beſeech Þ 
"your Excellencies to be ſo good, | 


”as to paſs by theſe Conſiderations, 


"kndwing that when men have to. 
"do with: a multitude, 'tis very | 
"difficult ' to bring them to any | 
"concluſion, and without a great | 


"Ideal of time ſpent, to make them 


"underſtand the reaſon and ſtate | 
_ "of things, eſpecially when the 
buſineſs in queſtion is, forſaking - 
”a Native Countrey, of which the | 

14M *poſſeſſion | - 
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| *poſſeſſion hath been fo long and 
|? fo carefully kept; yet there is a - 
 *areat number even of the beſt 
F "Quality who entirely reſign them-, 
"elves to your Excellencies Coun- 
* "©, Charity, and Prudence, and 
| ?will never refuſe todo that which 
- *they think moſt expedient for 
| "the glory of God, and for their 
_ *own fafety, and preſervation :* 
 *the Paſtors alſo are all of this O- 
| pinion, and we will punQually 
- Follow the Counſel which your 
Excellencies ſhall pleaſe to give 
| us; and we moſt humbly be- 
"Tech you to have pity on us, 
"and our Families, to deliver us 
"from a miſchief which in appear- 
| "ance is inevitable ; this is the fa- 
"vour which we promiſe our ſelves 
| from your Excellencies, - upon 
- whom we pray that the Lord will 
| Power down his moſt precious 
"bleſſings; we are with all pof- 
| {ible ſubmiſſion-andreſpe&t, Moſt 
| High, Mighty and Soveraign 
Lords, G Tour 
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Tour Excellencies muſt Tumble [ 
and moſt Obedient Servants, | 


 *Szdrac Baſtie, |} 

a Guillaume Malanot, | 

From Angregie, | I 
;* the 9th of April, 1686, 


[t hath been certify'd from a good | 
hand, that certainly his Royal High-} 
neſs will not ſuffer the carrying @. 
way of our goods, but that he will} 
" detain them, to defray the charge} 
he hath already been at. E & 
Secondly, that he poſitively re-| 
ſolves to have the Miniſters and” 
Strangers put into his hands. FT 

Thirdly, that our Arms muſt te} 
laid down, and put into the hands} _ 
of the Governour, , 

Fourthly, that the Troops ſhall be 
let into the Vallies to pall down tht 
Churches, and that there ſhall be 
more exerciſe of our Religion. |}. 

Fifthly, We' hear that the Coutrf- 
cil will by no"means ſuffer tit] 
French 7roops to come againſt -_ J | 


F - The Ambaſſadors had no ſooner 
} read theſe Letters, but they ſent 
| back the Deputies with another 
Letter, . whereof two Copies were 
} taken, and one of them ſent to. 
| thoſe of St. John and Boby, the 
| other, to thoſe of Avgrogze, and 
# de la Tour. —# | 
F This Letter ſhew'd them the 
{4 yanity and little ſolidity of thoſe 

-- Reafons upon which they ground- 
ed their Reſolution, not toaccept 
of the Grace which was offer'd 
them. The Letter told them, 1t 
j} was nat to be deny d, but that the 


J.-Law which obligd men 'to for-  * 


| fake their Countrey, was. very 
;F ſevere, yer at the ſame time, the 
4 Law is muck more rigorous, which 
| forces men to forſake the Eternal 
God, and renounce the true Re- 


: Jigion ;_ that they ought to think 
'S themſelves happy, that of theſe 
| wo fad extremities, they were 
of ft to their choice ; which hap- 
'4 Pines. was denyed in Prance, to 
” _ G 2 


People _ 


Ta). 
- People of great Birth, and known ] 
Merit,' who were kept by force in | 
_ their Couatrey, and compelled to | 
give themſelves up to Idolatry. 
That the things of this World are } 
ſubje& to continual Changes; that } 
Kings and Princes are often forced | 
to quit their Crowns, and pgive up F 
' their Dominions to their Enemies, | 
and therefore private . perſons 
ought without murmuring, to be. 
ſubjz& to this common Fate, and 
ſubmit with reſignation to the De- 

_ crees of Gods Providence, who by 
his chaſtiſements tryes the faith of | 
his Children, and takes off their | 
hearts from this World, to make F_ 
them rhe more earneſtly ſeek af- |. 
ter their Celeſtial Country. They | 

| had indeed Yeaſon to believe that | 
God's arm which had ſupported | 
them in former Wars, was not Þ 

ſhortned ; but that they ought to. 
conſider, God then had raiſed up. 
their Neighbours to aſſiſt them; | 


with Men, Money, and Officers; 
theny | 


_ 
> 
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{ then they had gone but friends a- 
- bout them, whereas now they 
' were compaſſed with Ene- 
| mics on all fides : Heretofore there 
- were. a. great number of People 
| among them able to bear Arms, 
- but at preſent, they were deprived _ 


| of all thoſe advantages, their 


* Prince alone was able to extirpata 
them, and yet his Forces were not 
4 the only Troops they had to en- 
counter. That thofe of France 
were ready to fall upon them, and. - 
; though they might be ſo'fortunate 
to have the better in ſome of their 
{ firſt engagements, yet inthe end, 
| they muſt needs be totally over- 
'. thrown by the multitude of thoſe 
' that would ſupply the places of - 
| the vanquiſhed : That the diviſion 
| which was among them would be 


j very prejudicial to them ; . That 


the refuſing to accept the offer 
made by their Soveraign, would 


 IMake all the Proteſtant Princes to 


| forfake them, becauſe they choſe 
IM G 3 raſhly 
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than to follow the -pood Counſet | 
which was given them. That they Þ 


God gave the Fews, when he de- Þ. 


cherib. . That inthe Age wherein 
we live, God doth not work Mi- 


———_— 8 


- he did in the time of the //rael/tes. 
The Holy Scripture telleth os, that 
co caſt our felves into dangers, out 

' of which we forefee 'tis impoſſible 
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God, who forſakes thoſe that wil- Þ 
fully run headlong into danger. F 

-. That Chriſtian Prudence, the Þ}- 
Chatity due to their Wives and Þ 
Children, and that love they ought | 
to-have tor themſelves, did oblige | 


ofher Inhebirants of the Vallies. } 
. That their Prifice, looking upon | 
them as Criminals, would ſeize F. 
EIS | | their ; 4 


.. raſhly ro take up Arms, rather | 


ought not to flatter themſelves } ' 
with the hope of fore miraculons | ; 
-. Deliverance, as was that which Þ. 


racles in favour of his Church, as }' 


7 
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ſtroy'd all the Army of Zend- 


£0 deliver our ſelves, is to tertipt | 
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them to follow the Example of | 
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"their Goods, and make. them fuf-. 
fer ignominious puniſhment, | if 


they perſiſted in; their reſolutions. 


That ſeeing Divine Providence 
' had bleſt their endeavours. who 
iferceded for them, it was plairt 
that God would not have them 
proceed any further in the way 
" they were going. That ſeeing 2 
| Mitigation of the rigour of the 
Fdi& had been obtained for them, 
- they ought to acceptit; It was 
 fiot the fault of thoſe who had 
' mediated, that their Condition:was 
| aſfur'd, the Ambaſſadors would 
F zealoufly endeavour to obtain for 


F, them ſomewhat of greater advan- 


to better, and they might be 


j- tage; but if that ſhould be impoſ- 


% 
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{ible, yet they ought.to accept of 
that which was offer'd, ſeeing in 


{ - the ſtate wherein they were, they. 


| -conid not capitulate with their 
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Prince, who had Forcesenovgh to 
compel them to obey him. "That 
it they * refasd to ſubmir to..his. 


(m8) ' 
- will, their obſtinacy would not | 
only coſt, them the .loſs of their | 


Bodies, but alſo of their - Souls; Þ 
and 'they had reaſon to fear that }- 


| they who eſcaped the Sword of | 
"their Perſecutors, would at laſt F 
periſh under the cruelty of thoſe Þ 
' puniſhments which would be in- }F 
flicted on them, to force them to } 


renounce their Religion. That | 
they had no cauſe to fear, that | 


© the leave granted to them to re- | 
tire where they pleaſed, was a 
ſoare laid for them; feeing the | 


Court gave them fuch ſecurity as | 


ought to have quieted their Minds | 


in that point, and fatisfy'd them, Þ. 


that his Royal Highneſs would þ 
not ſuficr any thing to. be done | 
contrary. to his promiſe, to ſtain | 
* his honour and reputation by | 
Ppublick perfidy, or fail in the re- |. 


{peas he hath hitherto had for | 


the 'Evangelick Cantons. That 
if there had been'a deſign to fur- | 
. , prize them, it might ecaſily*have | 
- | | been |} 


v ” 
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FT been done at firſt, but his High- 
{ neſs would not permit it, nor 
F ever will for the tuture. Ia 'fine, 
| the Troops of Savoy, and thoſe of 
France, were ready to attack them 

F on all ſides,* and yet they might 


be ſure no harm would be done 
them, if they did . ſubmit to his 
Royal Highneſles Orders. 


' The Ambaſſzdors at their lea- | 
| fure having reflefted on his Royal 
| Highneſles laſt Edict, were of O- 


pinion, that the Vaudois would: 
not fubmit to it without expoſing 


- themſelves to very preat' 1nco- 
©. veniencies, and therefore they re- 
| ſolved to renew their. ſollicitations, 


to procure better Conditions for 
them : They pray'd the Marqueſs 
St, Thomas to obtain an Audience 
from his Royal Highneſs ; having. 


' obtain'd it, they. told his Highnels. 


they had*confider'd his laſt Egi@, 
and had taken the liberty. to make 
ſome obſervations upon the three 


principal points contain'd in ſome 


G5 Clauſes 
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Clauſes of it, viz. In the firſt place, Þ 
thar Chuſe which gave the Inha- Þ 
bitants of the Vallies 'ten days Þ 
time to go out of his Dominions ; Þ 
ſecondly, that which preſcribed Þ 
to them the number of fix Proctors 
ro fell their goods ; and, thirdly, Þ- 
that which for ſelling their goods 
allow'd them but three Months 
They pray'd\ his Royal Highneſs PF: 
ro caſt his eyes on the remarksÞ : 
| they had made in the Memoir | 


they had preſented to him, and to 


conſider, that to abate the rigour| 
of his Edict could in no wiſe be} . 
prejudicial to his Highneſſes AF} 
fairs ; but would be of great im-! 
portance to his SabjeRs, who had 


F 


\ , ſo great a reſpect, and ſo muchþ 


affection for their -Soveraign, thatÞ 


they could not refolve to leave: hi] - 


; Domintions, becauſe, mn quitting ; 

their Countrey, they knew theyÞ : 

ſhould be deprived of being able toÞ 

* teſtify their fidelity in all occaſions, Þ 
by. venturing their Lives in hi 

Fae eons ſervice;F. 
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ſervice; they therefore hoped his 


Royal Highneſs would ſhew his 


Clemency towards: them, and 
give ſuch Orders &s were neceſlary 


F ;for their going conveniently eut 
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of his Territories, and carrying all 
that-with them which they could. 
fave of their Ship-wrack'd fortune;. 
by this favour his Highneſs would- 
give their Excellencies the Evar- 


Þ gelick Cantons a new occafion 'of 


"continuing that affeQion and re- 


+ſpe&t to his Highneſs which they 


_ have always had for the Royal 


- 7 
> '£x 


- Family of Savoy; and as to their 
--own particular, his Highneſs. 
| would convince them, that ' their 


. good Offices had - not been unſuc-- 


þ cefsful, for thoſe poor miſerable 
4 People for whom they had in-. 


- - terceded. 


 - _Fhe Duke anſwerd the Am- 
. - baſſadors, and ſaid, That to ſhew 
+. the eſteem he had for the Zvar- 

» gelick Cantons, he had given his: 
People teſtimonies of extriordinary 
ES oe - Clemency ; 
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- Clemency ; that he had not cha: | 

 Mtisd them as they 'deſerv'd, but} 
| had' waited with patience their Þ 
coming to themſelves, and return. 
ing again to their duty ; that they Þ 
having carried on their Rebellion}, 
to the utmoſt extremity, and given Þ* / 
him. new cauſe to complain, by | 
the Inſolencies' they had of late | ; 
committed, they had now tyd 
up his harids-ſo that he could nor F 
grant what they demanded, with- F 
' out wounding his Reputation and 

his Authority. That his forbearing” 

them, had drawn upon him great | 
reproaches from France; however || 
| he was willing they {:8v1d enjoy | 
the benefit of his Edit, and if Þ 
they expected, that the rigour of | 
the Orders therein contained 
ſhould be abated, tiey muſt ren- 
der themſelves worthy of it, A 


hs eat "W _ > £ [y- 
J WY 
ki 


.. ſaying down their Arms, and. 


ſubmitting themſelves to his Will. 
The Emvatiadors then delivered to-/ 
-his Royal Highnels the eo, 
_ Me Moir. Tt our 4 4 


ed 


(133) 


; Th I Highneſs is moſt humbly 


- will,or muſt leave the Valles, in 
F 0bedience to the Edit Publiſhd by 
\ 2 your Highneſs, FI) oblig'd 7o prepare 
Þ* himſelf for his departtire; for the 
{ carryiiig, away his IW. zfe, his Chil- 


£ pray'd et 0' confider, That he who 


| dren, and his Neceſſary Goods : He 
4 muft provide for the ſale of his Corn, 
T4 his wines, his Provifions, and bis 


| 
| : 


'F 


F Cattle, which cannot be left in his 
Houſe without care taken of them : 


he cannot leave them with his Proftor 
who will be'at Lucerne, and who 
by being at a diſtance cannot there- 


|. fore take Fharge of thew: That 


within the term of eight days a man 


. cannot account, either with bis Cres 


| ditors or Debtors; becauſe thoſe 


_ with whom he hath. had "dealings, 


Þ may perhaps not live inthe Yalles, 


or: becauſe he may have accounts 


which cannot be adjuſted without 
the interpoſition of ſome Arbitrator.” 


4 That as to real Fftates in Land, an 


exact 


( 334 ) I 
exatt and particular deſcription Þ 
ought to b: made -of every Field, Þ 
Vineyard, Meadow, Wood, their Þ 
limits and boundaries ſet out, as} 
alſo the rights appertaining to them, Þ 
and the Sums for which they are] 
engaged; and concerning all this, | 
ſpecial andl large Procurations muſt | 
be given. © © 
- Seeing therefore your Royal High-' 
neſs mov'd by your Faſtice and Cle- | 
mency, hath been pleas'd to grant | 
to your Subjetts of the Vallies leave 
to retire where they think fit, and;| 
to ſell their Goods which they leawe | 
behind them; it cannot be your | 
Hinhneſſes intention, that your Sub-'|* 
jetts ſhould be deprived of the Benefit 1 
and- Effetts of your gracious .conceþ- | 
flons, by not allowing them time | 
enough to depart, for that will te] 
taking away with one hand, that } 
which ' is given them with the 
other. ; 
Tour Royal Highneſs zs further | 
' humbly pray'd to conſider, that fin F 
BE) Proftors F. 


4 A 
f do's 
"3 
2 $ 
po 
: > 
BY 
4 - p 
N - 
* = 
" 


4 | Proflors are not enough to ſell the 
' Goods of ſome hundreds of Families 


p 4 + 
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paſs Adts in ſeve 
_ "Publick Notaries, and muſt look 
after the ſale of a great quantity of 
' Goods diſperſt in divers Houſes ; 
+ they. be, 


who are willing to depart, and that 


” the Employment cannot be given to 


any-but people of the Conntry, and 
conſequently to ignorant and unlear- 
ned Perſons, without capacity, en- 


4 cumber'd with theer own Affairs : 
* befides, theſe Proflors muſt be 
# obliged to ran from place to place 
| to get buyers, and to ſhew the Lands 


that are to be bought ;. they muſt 
ol places before 


re Money, change it, 
rewit it to foreign Countries, and 
look after conveniencies to do it. 
They muſt clear Objettions, remove 


4 © Obſtacles, defend themſelves againſt 


wninſt demands ; They muff receive 
Letters from thofe that are gone, 
and ſend them an account of their 
buſineſs ; in a word, they will have 
a thouſand other things to do, 
£ which 


136 ) 
which cannot at preſent be fore-| | 
ſeen, 1 
_ Seceing then your Royal Highneſs 
doth not intend to make any advan-'\ 

. \ tage of your poor Subjefts Goods, nor | 
to augment your Revenue with the } 
Sporls of your People; your High- } 
neſs would do well ta permit them | 
ts name twelve Perſons, who daring © 
the time granted. by Your - Royal * | 
* Hlighneſs, may proceed to the ſale. 
of. thoſe Perſons. Goods who ſhall 
retire. 

© "But becauſe it will certainly fal 

out, that during the term of three 
Months, be the Proflors- never ſo 
diligent to ſell the poor Refugies | 
Lands, there will be found but few |. 
Buyers; and that every one will 

- ſtay till towards the end of the ſaid. 
" term, on purpoſe to" take advantage 
of the neceſſity. wherets People are, | 
to put off their Eſtates, and to get 
them from theſe miſtrable People at 
a very low Price; they otherwiſe 
fearing they ſha# loſe al. We hope 


= FORr-5; 
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- | your Royal Highneſs wil be ſo good 
i as to remedy this inconvenience ; 


| | and according to Covenants paſt 


} with his deceaſed Highneſs of Glo» 


'Þ rious Memory, in 1663. cauſe a 


be th 
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. robb'd of their Goods and Proviſions. 


1 valuable price 70 be given for thoſe 


, 
© £ 


Lands and Goods, which could not 
be ſold in three Months, = 
Tour Highne(s being ſo .exempla= 


| irily good and merciful, certainly 


will not oblige any Perſon whatever 
to impoſſibilities, and therefore will 
readily diſpence with Women who 
Lie in, or are near their time; aud 
alſo with Old or Sick People, and 
not require them to obſerve the Law _ 
which you have preſcribed to others 


' concerning their retreat. That your 
' Highneſs will be pleas'd to exempt 


them from quartering of Souldiers, 


thho be they never ſo well diſciplin'd, 


are always diſorderly; that your 
Highneſs will likewge ſuffer them 
to live and die in their Houſes, 
without fear of being ill us'd, and 


It 


' of the laſt Edi&, the greateſt part [ 


(138 ) BY 
In fine, we earneſtly pray,. that Ie 
your Royai Highneſs will be pleaſed File 
to ſhew your Clemency towards thoſe F* 
of the Zallies, who ate in your | 
Hlighmefſes Priſons ; aud likewiſe Þ wi 
A thoſe that have been taken {i 
aper their account, and be ſo Gras | ih 
 cz0us. as to give them their Li«F 
berty. - F: 

The Duke of Svey when he! ] it 
received the Embaſſadors Memoir, | 
promis'd: to: conſider it, and faid | t 
he would let them know his. | « 
mind. coficerning it. | 

While the Embaſſadors endea» | 

voured at 7urin to do all the | 
good they could for the Yaudozs, | 
thoſs People took up a reſolution, | 
which prov'd their utter ruine;.F. 
for whereas before the publication } 


of them had reſolved to feek out } 
a retreat ſomewhere elſe; ' they | 
now joyn'd all together in one 
common conſent, to defend them- 
ſelves' againſt the Armies which 

were 


4 my - 


_—_— 


y were ready to fall in wpon 
fn their Conſultations, the 
Fears given for this Reſolution, 
Tobre, thar the Edit to which ths | 
T Royal Highneſs required their ſub- 
# thiffion, contain'd many things - 
F which they could not own, and 

F others whicti they could not do; 
inthe firſt place, they faid it was 
| not joſk, that they ſhould be bound 
| to acknowledge themſelves guilty 
of the Rebellion wherewith they 
wete charged, ſeeing they had 
| done nothing againſt his Royal 
| Highneſs's ſervice, but that where- 
+ to, for maintaining the Exerciſe of 
| their Religion, they were oblig'd. * 
4. Secondly, that they ought not 


f to ſubmit to. the laft Edit, be- 
| caufe it confirm'd that of Famwary 
{ jt. which deprived them of the 
iberty of ſerving God according 

_ to their Faith - 


Thirdly, 


| ( 149) : 
_ Thirdly, They could not re, 


4 
| 


folve to obey the Command of | 
hying down their Arms, becauſe} 
if: they« did, they ſhould..run ' the } 
hazard of loſing their Lives here, ] 
and their Souls hereafter, and be | 
ina condition as bad. as they | 
were in former Perſecutions, par- | 
ticularly thoſe in'the. year 1655. | 


when by woful experience, they 
found that ſome People made no 


ſcruple of breaking their word, | 


. and that which confirmed them in_ 
this Opinion, was, the Troops 
coming ſo near to them, notwith- 


ſtanding 'the Marqueſs St. Thomas | 
had. promis'd and afſurd them, 


Re 
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* none ſhould enter into their Coun« | - 


try ty] the term mention'd in the | 


} 


Edit was expired. 


Foarthly, That the time given | ' 


' to prepare themſelves for their de- 
parture, was. too ſhort, and that 
they could not comply with: the | 


Edi&, becauſe the number of their | 
Valley Inhabitants was very great, | 


| 


” : 


. _ ,,, many | 


 ( nqu)) 


| many were very old, and many 


TIE - £270: 
- Fifthly, It was impoſlible for 
| their Goods'to be ſold by  Attor- 


| nies or Profors, and tho' they 
{ did reſolve to fell them, yet it. 
{| was upon condition ' they might 
* 3: arr er meer | 

| receive the price they. was fold 
| for, before they went away, or to 


have it depoſited in the hands of 
the Embaſſadors ; that their E- 


| ſtates likewiſe in the Mountains, 


mighe be ſold'as well as thoſe in 
Plains, and alſo what ' they had 
-1a the French King's Territories; 


| in fine, ſeeing the ſale was to be 


made to Roman Catholicks, they 


' "had cauſe to fear the Eccleſfiaſticks 


would not fuffer them to be fold, 
.in confidence that they them- 
ſelves ſhould be maſters. of them, 
when all the Inhabitants were 


. gone out ofthe Country. 


Sixthly, All rhings were to be 


| feared from thoſe who held it for 


a Maxim, that Faith was not to 


be 


fer . ( 242 ) 
The lhe and Gi of thel- ? 
 Vallies, who had moſt ſenſe and] * 
_ realon, did all they copld to hind 
er the People from coming to this} 
gxtremicy, but all the Argument} - 
that were usd would not diver] 
them from their* Reſolution, na] 
keep them from being led |. 
thoſe that flatter'd then with 
maginary hopes of Succours; thee] 
were the Perſons, who by Bid 
ſwading them not to acce 
Grace. which was offer'd, were 
the cauſe of their deſtruion. _/ 
By the following Letter it ap | 
pears what art was usd to make | 
thoſe People change their minds, | 
and run headlong to their own | 
Ruine. Þ 


: m— 
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| From "Roche Platte the 14th, of 


( 143 ) 


* April. 1690. 


s S- Moſt Illuſtrious, and moſt mighty Lords, 


See no poſſibility of keeping the 
People of our. Yallies within the 
$-WHig of their Duty, eſpecially 


fiance a Miniſter of whoſe name you. 
will hear, came hither ; he hath ſo 
| ifatuared our People with confi= 


ce that they ſhall be ſupply 'd with 


' all things, that there is ſcarce a 


Minifter can be ſafe in his Church, 
All was quiet but the three Com- 
munities of Boby, Angrogne, and 
St.John ; aud moſt People reſolved 


'. to rely upon your Charity and Ad- 
vice, and thoſe of the beſt judgments 


would have prevail'd with the igno«. 


' rant; who are in fault, either be-' 


cauſe they do not know, or becauſe 
they do not confide in your Excel- 
lencies. But among all, my Chprch 


' 1a Tour was fully reſolv'd to ſubs 


mit, till this Miniſter came, who 


hath 


| (144) 
hath embroiÞ'd all, except ſome pru | 
dent. Perſons, who defire the parti. | 
cular. Favour of your Protedtion, atld 
. fo have free leave to depart, that | 
they may retire to ſome place where | 
they may ſerve God according to | 
his Commandments, 1 am with all 
Reſpeit and Humble Submiſſion, 
your moſt Illuſtrious Excellencies, | 


_ . Moſt Huyble, and moſt Obedi. | 
'ext' Servant, Girard, Mini- 
feer of La Tour. 


_ In another Letter written by: 
_ the Paſtors of the Vally-Church- 
es, there 1s. a Poſtſcript in theſe 
words. [FED 


Mr. Miniſter in the Church” 
\ of Pinache, a Yalley of Perouze, 1s 
come from who, we verily bt- 
lieve hath given him Tnſtruftions 
to” ſtir up and perſwade, as he doth 
all people, to dye rather than ſubmit 
to leaving their Country, tho —_ | 

8.1 0 
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} fo many Promiſes be male them. 
| 3 | 


This Reſolution being. reported. 
to the Embaſladors, they plainly 


' ſaw. that.in the mind theſe People 
_ were, there was no appearance of 


making them - change their Reſo- 

lution,''or of bringing ' them to 

Reaſon. = 
But however the Embaſiadors 


| reſoly'd to try once more, to per- | 


{wade them to accept- the favour 
their Prince offer'd, . tho' it was 
not ſo advantageous as they wiſh'd, 
and conſidering the only way to . 
make ſome impreſſion upon them, 
was to make their Retreat leſs 


| - inconvenient and lefs troubleſome 
| than it would be, - if the Terms 


of. the Edict were to be obſerved; 
they fell to ſolliciting for an An- 
{wer to the Memoir. they had 


- preſented to the Duke of Sawoy, 
that in caſe it were favourable, 


they might ſend it to the Yas- 
dois as the beſt Argument they 
"H- | os 


"(246 ) 
could uſe to prevail with them, 


But the Anſwer was not ſuch | 
as they deſired, for the Marqueſs | 
St. Thomas told the Embaſladors, |. 
that his Royal Highneſs -would | 
not make a more ample, or any | 
\- other Declaration, touching thoſe | 
things which were contained in | 
his laſt Edi, becauſe his. Sub ]. 
je&s ſtood out ſo obſtinately 
in their Rebellion, and refus'd to. 


lay down: their Arms, boaſting 


they were in a Cotidition to re- | 


ſiſt him ; his R. H. therefore had 


reſolv'd to -part in two days, and | 


go in perſon to reduce thoſe Re- 


bels to their Duty ; but for thoſe | 
that would retire, they ſhould up- | 
on his word enjoy the benefit of | 
his Edit, and ſuch as would: not |. 
ſubmit, ſhould receive the puniſh- | 


ment they deſerved. 


As ſoon as.the Embaſladors had 


left the Marqueſs St. 7homas, tliey 


diſpatch'd a Currier to thoſe. of | 


the. Valleys, and by the following 
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| Letter gave them notice what ill 
' ſucceſs they had in their Negotiati- 
| ON, | 


C31 Sts, 
FIN the Private Audience we have 
| & had of bis . R. H. your Prince, 
| we .earneſtly pray d him to permit 
. You to quit his Dominions upon bets 
ter and more favourable Conditions 
| | than thoſe which are expreſt in his 
| laſt Edit. We repreſented to him 
as well Viva Voces as by a Memoir, 
thoſe Reaſons which we thought 
| might prevail with him to mitts 
' gate thoſe Orders which were al- 
| ready publiſh'd againſt you ; We ears 
neſtly pray d him. to grant you longer 
time to prepare your ſelves for ſo ſad 
. a parting, to ſell your goods, to aug- 
ment the number of the Prodlors 
 twho were to make the ſale ; to ſuf- 
fer the Aged, Sick and Weak, Wo- 
men very big with Child, and thoſe 
that lay in, to ftay in the Country, 
free from ill uſage, and from quar- 

H 2 fering 
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tering of Souldiers ; in fine, to give 
orders that the Proflors ſhould buy | 


thoſe goods which they did not ſell 


within the tte ſpecified in the Edif, | 
But of all this we could obtain ne | . 
thing from his R. Highneſs, becauſe | 


he knew you were in Arms to hin- 
der the Executions of his Orders; 
We have alſo been with my Lord 


Marqueſs St. Thomas, and have ex- | 


treated him to uſe his Credit with 


his R. FH. to diſpoſe him to grant | 
that which we demanded in your | 


favour ; but he told us,that ſo long as 
you had Arms in your hands, you 


were toexpect no favour « His HHigh-' 


neſs goes this day for Precairos, and 
we have had our Audience of leave, 
with intent to return preſently to our 


own Country,anleſs Divine Providence | + 
give us an opportunity of being ſer-_ 


\ wiceable toyou ; and ſeeing you will not 
follow the Adviceof prudent Perſons, 
but leave the event of your Afﬀairs 
to God s Will » We pray that he will 
be pleas'd to ſupport you in your Ca- 

EE | lamity, 
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 lamity, and turn it to his own Glory, 
. and your Temporal and Eternal good ; 
recommending you to his Almighty 
' Protetlion, | 

We remain, &c. At Turin. 


Tho' the Embaſſadors now ſaw 
that the Aﬀairs of the FYaudois 
were deſperate, and to remedy 
them was impoſſible, they would 
not abandon thoſe poor People, 
thinking they might ſome way or 
_ Other be ſerviceable to them, if 

they follow'd his Royal Highneſfs's 
Camp ; and that they might fo do; 
they prayed the Marqueſs St. The- 
mas to ask his Royal Highnels's 
leave. | | 
| But the Marqueſs told them 
|. their preſence might give ſome 
jealouſie to the French Embaſiador, 
and to the Pope; therefore ſince his 
Royal Highneſs had great reaſon 
not to diſoblige the moſt Chriſtian 
King, the Embaſſadors did not in- 
fiſt any more on that demand: 
”Y H 3. _ FR 
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Things being in this condition, had 


his Royal Highneſs been never fo 
well diſpos'd to {hew how much 
eſteem he had for the Embaſliadors, 
yet he could not let them know 
how much he regarded their in- 
terceſſion. | 

When the Embaſſadors had their 
Audience of leave, they were 
told, if any occaſion ſhould 
hereafter bring them ro Court, all 


deference ſhould be paid due to | 


their Character. They reſolv'd to 


{ -. .. . return to their Country, according ' 


 toan Order which within few days 
they had received from their So- 
veraigns, In a Letter written to 
them from Zurich; wherein the 
Proteſtant Cantons recalled them 
from their Negotiation, if they 
thought it would prove ineffeual. 

They ſuppoſing that the Mar- 
queſs St, Thomas, or fome other 
Miniſters, might find ſome favou- 
 rable opportunity to incline his 


Royal Highneſs to be merciful to. 
: _ bis 


( 151 ) - 
his poor Subje&ts of the Valleys; 
reſolved to make them a Viſit, and 
intreat them to have compaſſion 
on thoſe poor Creatures, and do 
| them all the good Offices that 
| were in their Power; but the Court 
parting in great haſte, it was im- 
poſſible for them to do what they 
intended; and therefore they re- 
|" queſted that by writing, which 
they could not by word of Mouth. 
' Alittle while after they.. receiv'd 
ananſwer from the Marqueſs, who 
aſlur'd them, that upon any over- 
tures from the Yaudors, he would 
employ his utmoſt power to ſerve 
them, 2. | 

Some few days before the Em- 
baſladors went away, they receiv'd 
two Letters from the Valleys;one 
written by all the Communities of 
the Valley Inhabitants, direRed to 
the Evangelick Cantons, 


H 4 - Moſt 
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or Moſt High and Soveraign Lords, 
- ON UV R Churches have a- long 
| time had experience, and eſpe- 


ctally in our preſent unhappy Trou- 


Bles, of your Excellencies unparallel'd 


Charity © and . fatherly Aﬀettion 


towards them, and that wery lately, 
by ſending the Lords Embaſſadors 


fo his Royal Highneſs upon the Pub. I 
| bication of his Highneſs's Edit a. | 


gainſt us, of the-3x of January /aſt 


paſt, as appears by the Letter they | 
have been pleas d to ſend us; we 


cannot ſufficiently acknowledge the 
trouble, care, and pains our. Lords 
the Embaſſadors have taken in our 


behalf, and for our Preſervation; | 
had they met with Hearts diſposd 
to our Peace and Welfare, their 


continual Interceſſions could not have 
fail d of being effefFual, but in that 
particular we confeſs we are in the 
Worlds opinion unhappy; nevertheleſs 
- we return all poſſible thanks to your 
Excellencies, for ' the favours we 


have 


( 153 ) 
have received from your kind, pious, 
and Chriſtian good Will toward's us; . 
we very well know, and confeſs it 
with great Confuſion, that our Lords 
the Embaſſadors have not had from - 
our People that ſatisfattion "we . 
| could have wiſh'd, by refigning them- 
ſelves into their hands ; but we moſt © 
humbly beſeech them to Pity and 
| ſupport a People, who think they are 
bound in Honour and Conſcience: to 
maintain their Religion in their 
| Country, where it hath been a lou 
time miraculouſly preſerv:d. Ve ſee, 
as to this World, our ruin is inevi- 
table, but we hope God will revenge 
his Quarrel,. and that good. People 
will not. quite forſake \us : Our confi- 
dence, next under God, is in- your 
Excellencies ; we caſt oar ſelves into 
your arms and Fatherly Boſoms, bee 
ſeeching you by the Mercies of God, 
and in the Name of his Son Jeſus 
\ Chriſt our Common Father and Sa- 
viour, that you will not withdraw 
from us your Charity and good Wifh- 
gs: " a 


/ F- 
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Es, but look with your Eyes of -Com- | 
 - paſſion and Fatherly tenderneſs, on 
fo many poor Families, little Chil- 
dren, and other infirm and in this 
* World miſerable People; and be 
pleaſed to make them feel the fa» 
opurable effefls of your Chriſtian | 
Bounty. Praying the Lord will per- | 
petnally proted your Excellencies,and 
abundantly reward your pious and | 
ChriftianCharity: We are, moſt High, | 
Mighty, and Soveraign Lords, with 
all tmaginable Veneration, your Ex- 
 cellencies | | 
' Moſt Humble, moſt Obedient, and 
moſt obliged Servants, the Pa- 
- flors, Elders, and other Di- | 
reffors of the Valley Churches | 
of Piemont. S. Baſtie Moderg- | 
tor, Gr. Malant Miniſter. 
The Letter which the Miniſters 
wrote to the Embaſſadors, was 
Penn'd in theſe following terms. 
_- My Lords, - 


W* will ftill Communicate 
WV. Y your Excellencies Letter 


CE >» 

to our. Communities, it were to be 
wiſh d they had given better ear tothe 
- wholſome Counſel given by your Excet- 
lencies, to draw them out .of a danger 
which in Humane probability ſeems 
| unavoidable. God grant, againſt all 
| appearances, that their Reſolution 
| may ſucceed well, and ſhew his pow» 


er in their weakneſs and infirmity. 


43 e belive all their Paſtors are re- 


| ſfoloed to live and dye with them, 


fince your Excellencies 'are not a- 
gainſt it ; it cannot certainly be ho«= 
neſt or excuſable to forſake them in 
| fach a conjunttare, and it muſt in» 
| fallibly be a repreach to us to leave 
' them, ſeeing 'the good Shepherd 


| 4scalld to lay down his Lite for 


his Sheep, We give your Excellen- 
cies all poſſible thanks for the inde- 
\ fatigable care and pains you 
bave taken for our. good, and for 
our \preſervation; and we be» 
ſeech you, by the Mercies of God, 
and the, Love of Jeſus Chriſt, not to 

forget ns, but during your ſtay at 
....9! Turin, 
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Turin, and after your return to the 

moſt mighty Evangelick Cantons, to 
zeſtifie your Aﬀettion and Chriſtian 
Chairty towards us by all good Offi- | 
ces, We pray that our good God and | 


Saviour will recompence your Excel 
lencies Pains and Charity towards 


oar Churches, with his moſt Holy and 
Precious Bleſſings both of Heaven | 
and Earth, and cover your ſacred * 
Perſons with his continual Protedtion; | 
- which is the moſt fervent. and fin» | 


cere Wiſh of yours, who are with a 


profound reſpect, 
My Lo rds, 


Your Excellencies moſt humble, 


moſt obedient, and moſt ob- 


liged Servants, + the Paſtors | 


of - the Proteſtant Church- 
es of the Valleys of Zazernc, 
Angrogne, Perouſe, St. Martin, 


Sc.in Piedmont,and inthe name | 
-of all. S. Baſtie Miniſter at Amn- | 
 grogne, . the 17th of Aprih, | 


The, 


1686, 


| 
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© The Yaudois | being reſolved, as 
| we have told you, and the Duke 
| of Savoy gone to the Army ; the 
| Embaſiadors thought they had 
-" no more to do at Court, and 
. therefore now might return home; 
| but becauſe it might happen that 
| the Valley-People, ſeeing thejr 
danger near, and the Troops rea- 
1 dy to' fall upon them, might by 


| the Mediation of the Emballa- 


. dors, have recourſe to the Cle- 
mency of their Prince ; they re- 
ſolved not to be. far from them, 


_ till they ſaw the Army entred in- 


to their Country, and had heard 
what was the fucceſs'of this Ex- 
pedition. But being informed that 
ſo ſoon as the French appear'd in 
| the Valleys, thoſe of St. Martin 
| ran quite away, and that the 
Duke's Troops having forced the 
Paſſages on the ſide of 4ngrogne, 
found reſiſtance no where, they 
plainly faw they had nothing 
more to doin 'Piedmont,and there» 

fore 


"ad * 
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fore went away extremely griev'd | - 


that they could: not hinder the 
deſolation of the precious remaind. | 
er of the Valley Churches. And 


being come -back to their own. 


Countrey, they gave an account 
of their Embaſſy to their Sove- 
raigns, who judging of their Ne- 
gotiation, not by the ſucceſs it had, | 
- but by the Embaſſadors Condudt; 


after having declard, they were | 


ſatisfied with the Zeal and Ad- 


dreſs which they had made: ap- | 


pear during the whole courſe of 
this nice Negotiation, they thank- | 
ed them for the care they had 
taken to diſcharge ſo worthily | 
the Employment wherewith they | 
| had been honoured. wg 
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